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Newsletter - Bronze
Acadiana Profile — Newsletter

Acadiana

PROFILE

Acadiana Now Home to Two The Story Behind Cajun Mardi
Budweiser Clydesdales

27 % ¥ Mardi Gras Day Events in Lafayette

77 % ¥ Mardi Gras Day Events in Lake Charles

Laissez les Bons Temps Rouler: History of a Problematic Expression
Second Annual Lafayette Coffee Festival Moves to ULL

New Lafay Dunkin® Nex neration L ion Coming Soon




Newsletter - Silver
Texas Highways — Behind the Issue

BEHIND THE ISSUE

WILL VAN OVERBEEK/TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Born on the Bayou

We've cooked up something special for y’all this month. From crawfish boils to the art car
parade, the March issue of Texas Highways is dedicated to exploring the inimitable and
indefinable Houston region.

Despite H-Town’s stature as the fourth-largest city in the country—and the largest in Texas:
its most defining characteristic may be that it doesn’t really have one. Its pluralistic culture

and urban sprawl make its identity impossible to sum up—and so much the better.

This issue was spearheaded by Features Editor Chris Hughes. Growing up in North Houston,




Newsletter - Gold
New Mexico Magazine - Route 66 Centennial

44. Newsletter 44. Newsletter

Start Your Route 66 Adventure
Straight From Your Inbox
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R Shop Flair:
Mastering the Art
of Accordions

With Tony Tomei
and Antonio Maestas

SEASON 9 - EPISODE 5

Podcast - Merit
El Palacio — Encounter Culture

Follow the podcast via Spotify, Apple Podcasts, or your favorite podcast player.




Podcast - Bronze
Louisiana Life — Louisiana Insider

® X Lousiana Life Magazine
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TRENDING
Shelby Stanga

What People Throughout
Louisiana Eat During Mardi Gras

Baton Rouge's New Black History
Trail System Unveils Feb. 2026

Vintage Market Days Comes Baton Rouge's New Black
to Alexandria History Trail System Unveils
b.2026 The Talented Artists Who Create
the Fanciful Floats of the Carnival
Season

Episode 239: Royal Sonesta
Hotel's Annual Greasing of the
Poles

What People Throughout May the Fourth Star Wars
Louisiana Eat During Mardi Festival Will Return to Houma
Gras




Podcast - Silver
The Yukon Magazine — Yukon Podcast

theyukonmagazine.com/podcast

SMOKE! LIFE AT THE FIRE TOWER—JANUARY 15,2025
Spotting wildfires s serious business. Former ‘lookout” Trina Moyles visited
the Dawson City fire tower and tells us about its veteran smoke-spotter, Markus
Lenzin. Drawing from her own seven seasons stationed at a remote tower in
northern Alberta, Trina shares the solitude, awe, and challenges of the role of a
lookout in detecting and reporting wildfires in the Yukon and beyond.

Trina Moyles is the author of Lookout—Love, Solitude, and Searching for Wildfire
in the Boreal Forest. She wrote about Markus and the Dawson Fire tower in the
‘winter issue of The YUKON Magazine (formerly Yukon, North of Ordinary).

son 11 [Win

THE COOLEST HAIR ON EARTH—FEBRUARY 19,2025

‘What does it take to have the coolest hair on Earth? A hair-freezing contest,

for starters. But as Karen McColl quickly learns, it's not just about frigid tempera-

s patience, strategy, and maybe evena litte discomfort. Armed with

time champion Nanae Takano, Karen and her friend Shan-

non head to the Eclipse Nordic Hot Springs, confident they can sculpt their way

0 victory and claim the world's coolest hair. But will their frozen-hair dreams hold
strong—or thaw before the finish line?

12 Springl|

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A SLED DOG—MARCH 5, 2025
Tuxedo has black and white fur, blue eyes, and a sensitive side. He works hard
and is rewarded with belly rubs, massages, and warm soup. But a day in the lfe
of Tuxedo and his fellow Alaskan Huskies at Sky High Wildemess Ranch is more
nuanced than that Veteran musher Jocelyne LeBlanc takes us behind the scenes
from daybreak to tral time and beyond for insights into the ives of these loveable




Podcast - Gold

Arizona Highways — Arizona Highways Podcast

Arizona Highways Podcast
Arizona Highways Podcast Network

% 4.8 (23) - PLACES & TRAVEL - UPDATED BIMONTH

» Latest Episode + Follow

Episodes >

JAN 29
The Canyon Doc Who Saves Lives and Blazes Trails
Int

/2024
Photographing Our Winter Landscap
In o
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Acadiana Profile — acadianaprofile.com

le Magazine X+
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TRENDING

Laissez les Bons Temps Rouler

February 2026 Lake Charles Mardi Gi

Big Brothers Big Sistersof ~ Second Annual Lafayette  Lafayette Parish Mardi Gras Week Events
Acadiana Launches The Coffee Festival Moves to
Big Draft ULL Acadiana Now Home to Two Budweiser

R
' -

Acadiana Now Home to New Lafayette Dunkin'
Two Budweiser Next Generation Location
Clydesdales Coming Soon

‘The Story Behind Cajun Mardi Gras Masks

FROM THE MAGAZINE
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Louisiana Life — louisianalife.com

R Lousiana Life Magazine
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TRENDING
Shelby Stanga

What People Throughout
Louisiana Eat During Mardi Gras

Baton Rouge's New Black History
Trail System Unveils Feb. 2026

Vintage Market Days Comes Baton Rouge's New Black
to Alexandria History Trail System Unveils
b.2026 The Talented Artists Who Create
the Fanciful Floats of the Carnival
Season

Episode 239: Royal Sonesta
Hotel's Annual Greasing of the
Poles

What People Throughout May the Fourth Star Wars
Louisiana Eat During Mardi Festival Will Return to Houma
Gras




Website - Silver
Texas Highways — TexasHighways.com

Texas
Highways
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The Ongoing
Rivalry Between
Two San Marcos
Local Legends




Website - Gold
Arizona Highways — arizonahighways.com

ARTZONA

“If I knew how to take a good photograph; I'd
do it every time.”

 Foer Celsnes | ko B Beriar Mier P

A Feb.1-Mar.30
ANCMEEWESTJLY& “Buy Now

Staring Into Space

FROM THE FEBRUARY 2025 ISSUE




Print Calendar



Print Calendar - Merit
Arizona Wildlife Views — 2026 Calendar

2026 ARIZONA WILDLIFE CALENDAR
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Print Calendar - Bronze
Arizona Highways — Classic Calendar 2025

HIGHWAYS




Print Calendar - Bronze
New Mexico Magazine — New Mexico Artist Calendar

New Mexico

AAAAAAAA

ARTIS
CALENDAR

VAN

SELECT WORKS BY
LOUISA McELWAIN AND
'WOODY GWYN




Print Calendar - Silver
Oklahoma Today — Oklahoma Today Covers Calendar

MAGAZINE

Oklahoma Today

WER SELECTIONS SPA] YE.
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Print Calendar - Gold

Louisiana Life — Culinary Calendar
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Reader Service Article - Bronze
Cottage Life — The Big Fights

S e 09 @ Turns out, a lot.
m—q—k——i Sometimes solving your lakeside disputes takes more
g = 4 than an honest chat over a few drinks on the dock.
<~
ul & » Sometimes you have to level up



Reader Service Article - Bronze
Wyoming Wildlife — Being Loved to Death
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Hooking injuries to fish and angling




Reader Service Article - Silver
Texas Highways — Spirited Away

SPIRITED




Reader Service Article - Gold
New Mexico Magazine — Flight of Fancy
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S 17-foot-long
A o\ Fh g
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now adornsthe
alrport food court,

buquerque International Sunport is making major upgrades
St waitir min Mexico. With so many new s
ts, and works of art, you might want to
and hope for a weather delay.

By Kate Nelson
PHOTOGRAPHS BY STEVEN ST. JOHN

48 New Mexico
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Column - Bronze
El Palacio — Letter from the Editor

Talk, You Can Sing

ﬁ u[ltlrlult' mﬂ]ﬂ in the Family of Things




ORIGINALS (&

Washington
Irving’s
Wild Ride

One of America's most
beloved authors had quite
the encounterin what would
become Oklahoma.

BY GORDON GRICE

BY THE TIME he went on the wildest ride
of his life, Washington Irving alrcady
had written about Ichabod Cranc’s flight
from a horseman who carried his head

n the pommel of his saddle. But that
was onlya story. The author had to go tc
Indian Territory to experience real terror
on horseback.

In the fall of 1832, Irving was on his way
home to New York after years of work
in Hurope. He and a few companions
traveled with federal rangers sent to
establish relations with Plains tribes in the
Territory. They set out from a fur-trading
post near present-day Salina then looped

ow Arca
ngled wild ponies.

They reached open prairie near the
Canadian River. Irving was delighted to
sce the “boundless and fertile” land. One
of the men had hunted bison—which
they called buffalo—here before. He led
his companions up a hill to look for some

they immediately spotted “several
black objects moving in the distance.
There would be enough meat for the
whole camp.

Irving admitted he was no great
sportsman, but the size of this quarry was
hard to resist. He chased a big bull. They
startled deer and wolves from their hiding
places. Irving knew he was risking his
horse’slegs in the ground broken up by
ravines, rain-slick wallows, and prairie
dog holes. But the most intimidating
part was the bison himself, “a perfect
picture of mingled rage and terror”

44 MARCH | APRIL 2025

Column - Bronze
Oklahoma Today — Wild Notes

with “short black horns, curvling] out
of a huge frontier of shaggy hair” and
gl like coals.” Irvin
horse panicked and tried to veer off

eyes glow

Against this formidable prey, Irving
had a pair of worn-out, primitive
pistols. The gallop had knocked their
priming loose. They both misfired.
The bison turned to attack.
The horse, showing
rider lacked, went bounding away
Like Ichabod Crane, Irving hardly kept

the sense its

his seat. By the time he convinced

hopeless. The sure-footed bison
plunged down a ravine and got away

Now, Irving realized the chase had
brought him far from his friends. The
prairic, so beautiful before, was now
a landscape of fear. In the woods, you
could hope to find a friendly face or a
clear path just beyond the next tree. On
the prairie, you knew you were lost

He managed to follow his own
tracks back, and soon, he found the

hunt wasn't done. He joined his

npanions in pursuit of other bison.

gun, he finally managed to shoot
down a bull. It lay panting, It seemed
o suffer in proportion to its size. He
finished it with another shot—a much
harder shot to take, now that the
chase was done and he could see the
animal’s pain. A companion carved out
its tongue, big as a human forearm,
€ it to Irving as a temporary
It would make good eating

His story ends with a number of
conflicting emotions. The hunt had
thrilled him, yet it brought regret as
well. No one in his time could predict
the ecological chaos that would follow
the mass slaughter of bison. But Irving
knew bison had once ranged back e
And the Territory had once harbored
grizzlies, now driven off. The land was
changing. His triumph shamed him

with its wantonness and wast

ORIGINALS (®

Bear Witness

Human Okies share theirhome
state with lots of fascinating
critters, including black bears
insome regions.

BY GORDON GRICE

PAST DUSK, MY eldest son set the garbage
cans at the curb. He meant to go back
into the house through the patio door
From between the lilac bushes ahead of
him a brisk black shadow emerged. It
headed for the patio.

He'd seen black bears by day, though
notin town. Often, there was a hal-
second of mistaking bear for
time. He knew instantly what it was.

nother thing he knew instantly: He
wouldnt be using that patio door. He
wentin through the front. The motion-
detecting outdoor light, useless as always,
took halfa dozen flicks to wake up. I
finally revealed the bear six feet from the
door. s looks surprised him. He'd heard
of juveniles foraging in towns; they haven't

40  SEPTEMBER | OCTOBER 2025

learned people are dangerous. But this one
looked mature—fat, formidable. Alon
honey-colored nose sprouted black scabs,
maybe some sort of infection. It looked
him in the eye

Then, turning, it vanished into the dark.

awild animal where you didn't

expect it evokes wonder. Knc
potentially dangerous one ha
my patio sprinkled some fear into the
wonder. Things couldn't end well. The

remote, though it might hurt pets, break
bird feeders, raid honeycombs. Whether it
causes trouble or intownisa
bear in danger.

We heard neighborhood gossip about

every few years. Id seen a juvenile as my
family and I drove a country road. It gal-
Toped toward us with a clumsy-looking
up-and-d it. It looked as ifit needed
to mail an urgent letter. We slowed to.a
ereep. A dozen feet away, the bear seemed
to notice us for the first time. It stopped
and studied us.

pulled up beside the ditch where it
stood. Itlooked at us as if we'd behaved

dy.Is eyes were the color of root beer

More sightings poured in. My eldest
found tracks at the golf course. On hiking
excursions, my youngest son found two
road-killed bears. In town, he saw one
ambling near a rilroad depot. A friend
of ours put on the brakes to avoid one
crossing between the fire sta d
convenience store. People spoke of pet
food swiped and trash cans tipped over
My neighbor's dog was restless.

Tooked out to see what

from an eight-foot pole beside my patio.
They weren't there—neither the feeders
nor the pole. For a second, | wondered
how the squirrels had managed this one
But the pole stretched on the grour
feeders broken. The fifty-pound pl
that held the pole was tipped over. The
sced lay uneaten.

Maybe the bear came for the birdseed,
but panicked when his efforts bro
whole contraption crashing dow

1saw no further sign. Soon, another
carcass turned up on the highway. I felt
more disappointment than relief

And then I heard fresh stories of
smashed bird feeders. Because, of course,
there are other bears in the world, more
wild things to wonderat.




Column - Silver
Adirondack Life — Short Carries

.Short (arries

An Adirondack

2009, andin spring

2024 at an Adiron
k Center for

Writing event.

Legend

Betsy F

BY ANNIE STOLTIE

[ e woodcock's mating dance, venison tecipe
Great Camp china, reading
of the Adironda
pillow-making, wolf genealog
ler science, blowdown aftermath, invast
Was there anythingin the park Bet

about or write about? Nope. She was an

My ged when Betsy hired me a k
ars ago. Though Id grown up near the Adirondack

zine in New York

ated park. Her way of mentoring me
as to send me out of the office at least
cek to hik

attend events, meet p
st. The writing and
patient
direction, her suggestions to excavate
deepbeneath a subject’s surface, and te

uphold the editorial standard our read

s cartoonist Mark
a birthday card for
He depicted her with her trade
ginger hair, behind b
ange jumpsuit and scratching,
lines onto the wall,
words “Adirondack Lifer
y then Bet
azine since the late 1

from your identity. But at Adirondack Life,
to the
e you have to live it

That's what Betsy did.

In her office in Jay's brick church,

there was a sign on her wall that said,

1, alifeline before
of spellcheck an And
. Betsy was there, tapping aw
her focus unrelenting
© calamity crashed into her,
the

n
she was diagnosed with cancer. Still
sheworked, and still, with her husband,
took on Hercule

s moving their 1915

Tom Warrington,

an projects, suc

farmhouse in
hauling it to higher spot—f

a 1900s-era passenger
at that chugged the w
15 tothe grand
hotels that once lined the lake.
tired in 2020,

1 offered ideas, always dishin
park “scuttlebutt,” as she called it. Id

thing [ could come up witk
opped contributing
ick

she planned to
ora, about a car
ho helped
rebuild Notre Dame, and Raquette
mmertime package detailin

vim, hike and
the end of December, a week
before Betsy passed away, I got to hold
her hand. nd tell her what she
meant to me. The conversation drifted
X to Adirondack Lije. She reminded me

late-morning sun. That's when I notice

5 7.7

phinneydesign.com

ARCHITECTURE, INTERIOR DESIGN
& CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

Serving Commercial, Hospitalty & Custom Residentlal
clients throughout the Northeastern United States




Column - Gold

Arizona Highways — Editor’s Letter

EDITOR'S LETTER o s

“What does the color green smell like?” That's ne California to spend the summer
ldst

what the girl with the freckles asked me.

Iwas talking to a roomful of second-graders palpine forests.

about wildlife in Arizona when she hit me with c {ll want to b this summer. With an
elev 8,500 feet, the day:

z il ghl'll\m those forests are usually in
look of desperation: I thought they'd ask me about v ns the upper 70,

the question. I glanced over at the teacher, with a

s even cooler when the
coatimundis and ringtails. She just smiled and - . 5 &fterioon rain coties down.
People ask me about my favorite place
in Arizona. I have  few, depending on
the heart of the mountains ma the season. In the summer, there are two
Like a walkcon freshman looking e e old Gris g pans. nade e in particular, and Il b at both of them
ko thepulfroma 10 et phtor, ‘Summertime s always the best All who visit this section this summer this month.

? focafewsecondsafud o whatiight b ourfiend Cock will be delighted with the beauties of Up first is the North Rim, where the
tomote.-Urnmm - thats a very g Bowden said. the mountains, the magnificent forests, subalpine forest is thick with Engelmann
question,” I finally said o the young. And summertime i the time the enticing trout streams and the s rkbark frs, blue spruce, white
Barbara Walters. I think th the road. I’ been that way in Arizona rating air. Why not spend your and aspens. A f later, Il be
smells like ... think it smels ke fres fora least a hundred years. In our second er vacation in Arizona? With all in the White Mountains, camping wit

issue, \n‘)ml"h ied our first e nm Arizona has to offer, why should her
ed on the swarm of locals o daughiers trew $2,000.000
who were fleeing to California for the

shrugged her shoulders.

1lu¢ of the most worthy movements = 12 re making are si
launched by the civic and commercial e be y someday, maybe
the smell o
s Although our
mber my gr: egins. e: that. We do, however, have an incredibly utilized
father's riding mower. Not the brand, 2ona, w c and s diverse la pe that ranges from arid
but | remember that it was yellow, and 1 a )a desert: yonlands to forested associated with memory. lh\
mber the smell of cigar smoke our brain processes smell differ
mixed with fresh-mown grass. Especially P o g the other four senses, and the brai
the grass. 8 5 P2 ‘smellcenter;” known as the olfactory
r me, that's the smell of green. Its F . bulb, s directly connected to the
also the smell of summer. Along with 3 s hippocampus, which holds our memory
and chlorine and ? 2 1 Literally, th
and burnt 2%
marshmallows and alfalfa an
fthers mecicie cabine
A Fur my mm]\ there won be any
As a boy, I lived for summer. It's in X3 ] campfire month. Not with
my I’\\ my unll\cn French su; P , R lm mun nHu e restrictions. But the;
2 will be the resinous scent of Eng
spce. And pel
pop wheelies and flirt on the beach.
Even better, summer is when my

country is:
‘mer. It makes .kmmm iy

pans. That's another smell of
 father making bacon and Hospital Flat Campground, Mount Graham, 1968, (G) Follow me on Instagram: @arizonahighways
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Public Issues — Bronze
The Bermudian — How Does a Child Become a Killer?

HOW DOES A CHILD BECOME A | THE UNGOMFORTABLE

QUESTION BERMUDA
MUST FINALLY FRCE
IN TACKLING THE ROOT )
@ | OFGUN VIOLENCE f N
BY JONATHAN KENT IN MAY, SHAQUAN

WILLIAMS AND

JASMINE SMITH WERE
SHOT DEAD AT LEGENDS
SPORTS BAR IN SANDYS.

Weary of gun violence that has claimed dozens of NAKAI ROBINSON
lives and caused untold suffering over the past two AND NATRAE EVERSLEY
decades, Bermuda has had enough.

WERE THE VICTIMS

OF ANOTHER DOUBLE

e , Two Men Dead
b jeht on in Daylight Court
Shed“““‘%:‘ga g Vi _ Street Shooting

of Islan B e

MURDER IN AUGUST.

A MONTH LATER, JANAE
MINORS WAS KILLED
IN HER STORE ON
COURT STREET.

= =T
oy C 3 cribed
one Pt P hooting V‘ct‘m.Desx\/lother
S 7, “a‘,d_wol'k\“g
as A

Jury Hears Gang

Evidence as Murder Té drder

Trial Continues "C( 20“)1‘)T‘m
o, ‘-l‘imt

Vlctlm Sh
N ot
Attag Deadly




Public Issues - Silver
El Palacio — Connecting Time, Place, and People

Employed on

-
Connecting | =
the "Acoma Method”
is a model for all

Time, Place, and People | »:no o

By Laura Paskus

On awarm August morning .
o lived on the sandstone |

d east at the slumi

he summer harvest unde

€l Priacio 89




Public Issues - Gold
Adirondack Life — Addition and Subtraction
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Addition
=—and
~Subtraction

,__\

Are mergers
the answer
to declining
enrollment and
resources in
Adirondack
schools?




Public Issues - Gold

Arizona Highways — Home of the Clouds
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Home and Garden - Merit
Maine Home + Design — Rooted in Place

This year’s standout
designs honor Maine’s natural
beauty through sustainable




Home and Garden - Bronze
Adirondack Life — Growing Up Brandreth

GROWING UP
BRANDRETT

Insic

Je




Home and Garden - Silver
Cottage Life — An Island of One’s Own

AN ISLAND
7 ONES OV/A




Home and Garden - Gold
Texas Highways — Into the Woods

AST TEXAS’ QUARTET o/
NATIONAL FORESTS ABOUNDS

= .uats, TRAILS, LAKES, A
ANIMALS MJADVENTURE 3
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Essay - Merit

Arizona Highways — Painful Lessons

2
By the1920s morethan 600001
been forcbly removed from their homes and placed there
government, President Joe Biden formally apologized for thee
Theeffects of the program, however, stil linger with many of the Survivers
AN ESSAY BY SHONDIIN MAYO




Essay - Bronze
Cottage Life — In a Big Country
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Essay - Silver
Adirondack Life — Learning How to Fall




S

©STCARDS

AMARILLO
BY MORNIN

T OF GENER

Essay - Gold
Texas Highways — Amarillo by Morning

1Y

Knowsthis isu't good.
Wearen't supposed to be here, on this empty road.
“The day before, we had driven to Amarillofrom Austin
0 Motel adjacent to the Big

onlya $20 pet fee. The property features a
ol Sk s
think that’s why the dog
his pacings he was communing with the horses. 1(Td
nadequate rest, T
1640, s planned, o Albuquerque, Ne
vould have heen ample opportuniti
own car.Itsin theshoy

ust learning, does not function prop
‘minules ago, we hada third ofa tank
Leaving the motel this morning, 1 wasn't paying,
attenton o themapon my phone. et ie
ut here, swallowed
notownsinsight, the needleon the gauge alling, el

sistent. Ttell the dog, wearily, this might

from a hunterin South
Dakota upon moving to Texas from New York five
ears earlier isa story oo long and dense with char-
acters, Theshortof it: A man handed him tomeata
motel in Sioux Falls, and I lewwith him in my arms
back to Austin, toan empiy rental full of oes, wh
westarted anewlife together

e has a white spoton the top of his
haloanda brighter or wr,-,,.m‘.wmeu--»uh
coatisaprieot. The rest of him isspeckled with white
asthough du I'.v.\h]m\\d red sugar. Tnamed him
Laszlo. Peopleoften askifit wasafler the Casablanca
characterVictor Laszlo (ahero). Less often peopleask
ifitwasafler the arist Lisl6 Moholy-Nagy (a e
Neither. My fatheris Tungariar vaysliked the
name. Though mostly people

My favorite thing to dowith thisdogis o drive.

city drives, butlong ones where you start in one land-

opEN

capeand end upsomewhere entirely different. For me
1‘1~.m,du;uu~ludv\m; ato thesea andswimming or
agoodwhile inopen waler before your retur oshore
aconversation with ons edges,a reminderofscale. In
the glareaof the sun asin the shadows of thunderclouds
when youre far out on the road, life can fecl ke L is
playingout inanother dimension. Is the anonymily

ness, and there!
word for. Whateveritis,
driving the highways and bac
thealchemy of so much out
strangers keep doors Lo the uncan
other places.

ppose my penchant for long drives s inherited.
Oneofmygrandfathers was a geologist from Missouri
whose work took him on highways alone across the
SouthwesL. His favori was“King of the Road;
andhis favorite road was US 8 hrough New Mexico.
My othergrandfatherwasa physician from Budape
Hungary, who upon flesing aftera failed uprising

re farout on
J, life canfeel
utin

anotherd mensmn

found work in far Upstate New York. e wasin awe
of the vastness ofhis adopted country and, in 1963,
took my grandmother and 6-year-old father on a
road trip from near the Canadian border to Mexico
City. Te completed the whole drive in a suitand tie.
Exquisite pictures from the destination survive, but
wonderabout photos from the road, if took
any: Twish I knewwhatmygrandparents had made of

i—they d driven itnorthtosouth and back again,
Allmy father remembers s gelting sick and goi
ahospitalin Laredo.

Laszlo andTarestillon the backroad as the necdle
onthe fuel gauge enters the red zone. Tam resigned
togettingstuck on the side of the road. Atleast this
place is visually compelling—the lat plains have

ven way (o undulating ground with arroyos and
red dirt that remind me of Arizona, where T from.
But Tmust concentrate on nol driving too fast so 1
an conserve gas. | see an intersection ahead—US
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International Regional Media Ass

Where regional magazines thrive!



Art and Culture Feature
34 999 Circulation or Less



Art & Culture 35 or less

Merit

Mountain Home — The Lost Trail of Tiffany

St. Paul’s EplscoPal’
De#gne by the

I 4

ch.lldrens choir is rehearsing a Christmas pageant be? ye e

Ramon Segers strolls up the central aisle of St. PauksEpiscopal Church in

Wellsboro. Ramon, then the parish’s acolyte, or altar server, pauses two-

thirds of the way up the red carpet. This is the spot, he explains, where acolytes

stand for part of each Sunday communion service, holding open the book of the
gospels for the priest to read aloud.

“Now, see that window there?” he asks, and points out a slender vertical win-
dow of golden glass high above the white marble altar. “Some mornings the sun
comes through that and also from these,” and here he gestures to the large, multi-
paned windows high-on-the left and right walls, “and the light shines right onto
the gospel.”

Might this bea perception enhanced by spiritual devotion? Perhaps. But those
luminous windows—like all of St. Paul’s interior décor—are indeed worthy of
marvel.

99§nd seating three hundred and Efty St P {
nickname “Cathedral of-the North” around the Diocese of Harrisburg, a pokc at
its improbable grandeur here in rural, upstate Pennsylvama And yet this stately,
Romanesque stone “cathedral” fronting the town green is $pecial for another rea-
son.

Its high marble altar and gilded altar screen, its chancel’s mosaic floor, the mar-
ble pulpit, the marble baptismal font, that vibrant, multihued rose window at the
rear of the nave, and its ten majestic stained glass windows were crafted by the
workshops of the legendary Louis Comfort Tiffany. While you may know him for
his brilliantly colored stained glass windows and lamps, Louis was also a master
of jewelry, pottery, furniture, textile, and photography who radically transformed
the world of decorative art and design in the late nineteenth and early twentieth

centuries.
See Tfany o page 10




Art & Culture 35 or less - Merit
The Yukon Magazine — More Than Skin Deep

Koe had always wanted a traditional tattoo but wasn't sure where. After seeing.
that picture, she knew. She wanted a chin tatioo and she wanted it to be red. stil,
she was nervous. It was 2021 and she didn't know any other Gwich'in people
with tattoos on their faces.

Stick and poke is the most common form of traditional tattooing. A needle
dipped in ink is poked in the skin by hand, again and again, making lines and
dots until the desired pattern slowly emerges.

“It hurt so much,” says Koe, who had her stick and poke tattoo done in Inuvik
Dyvisiting Montrealbased Inuk fattoo artist Asrsaniq. A friend' three-year-old

Now that lttle girlis
n and always drawing traditional tattoos on her arms.” says Koe. “When she

h the pain.

ets olde she wants one. too.”
& ane Spice a Kwanlin Din Fist Naton atoo arist, st saw hand-pol

tatioos while working with anarchist punk volunteers ata lind defence encamp-

ment on Wet'suweten territory. Spice, who is a professor of anthropology at
the University of Toronto, later came across the work of Seattle-based Tlingit Traditional tattoos are symbolic mark-
tattooer Nahaan at an Indigenous tattoo exhibit in Vancouver. Spice reached out ings. Chiefs had clan tattoos on their
{oNahan, hopingoarcions ckand pe oI, Nahaan sk hests women h them a thei hnds,
fshe'd bewillingtotry  diffrent attooing technique involving a scalpel.and many had ines on their chins, checks,
\ - “Traditionally it would have been 4 knife” says Spice. Ink is poured into thin and temples. “Basically, everyone had
) cuts scaped in the skin that then slowly heal. “Painful things are necessary to tattoos,” says Spice. Each one portrayed

\ \ bring about transformation,” she says, though the scalpel technique wasn't something individually significant

sctally Ut plafl. Tt oot i called ki sifching ot ‘ruc ‘When Koe's younger sister passed away,

How and whyrradmonananoosare coming back e e R L L, SR S
nmn.\mdepﬂl— dei—yclmughtuk::t\w:-]uwthem\t\.\':xm».Lm.lrmmw[ o fying water e e i
that it hits fat. Some women even got this done on their chins.” ays. “When I'm guiding, I sleep by
b near the Yukon and Northwest Territories border, not far from Fort Like Koe, Spice had trouble finding information on traditional tattooing. the iiae. il ks keeps going even
‘»hd‘huxun.m\lrmgul red hills rises above the low-lying black spruc information isn't out there because it was actively suppressed. IUs only recently when we pass through hard things.” As

By Genesee Keevil

Bobbi-Rose Koe wondered about that rich red colour and its significance. Ko, This spri
a Teetlit Gwich'in river guide, artist, and land protector, was told the ochre Whitehorse. Spice, who has been practicing hand-poked tattooing for the past  Spice wishes her first tattoo had been
soil was used as medicine. It wasn't until she learned it had also been used for seven years, will be one of the featured artists, alongside Nahaan, Nlakalpamux  traditional, but she says tattoos reflect
tattoo artist and skin marker Dion Kaszas, as well as an artist from Anchorage, where you are in life. Now, she has tra

tattooing that something shifted for her.
ditional tattooed lines on her wrist rep-

Koe started talking to Elders and digging through history books, searching for Alaska, and possibly others
any references to ancestral Gwich'in tattooing. “No one remembered or knew ttooing used to be done in the feast hall during a potlatch, says Spice, but resenting land and the horizon. She has
it went uudugr« nd when the government banned potlatches. Today, a new  chin tattoos and she has tattooed her own

things that were spiritual to us were considered wror eneration of attoo artists are returning the practice to public spaces, where ~temples. Dion also did large solid black
rdlhmm,h.u\Uhnhlu,,h.\hm\v m archive in the community can see it and hold it up. Until now, there hasn't been the oppor- ~patterns inspired by traditional basketry
across Spice’s back. It took two full days

100 much about it because when the missionaries came all our ways of doing

In one image that Koe d
Germany, an Athapaskan chieffrom the Yukon and Lower Mackenzle ivers s tunity to gather and ask if anyone has stories about tattaoing—what people
shown with red tattooed lines below his cheeks and darker ochre lines running remetmber o sl th racles bavebee, Beca of thal, Spie sy gthering and was ncedbly ainfl Whenbe i

down his chin and along the bridge of his nose. in this way can be transformative for a community. ished, Spice burst into

54 Summer2025 | YUKON YUKON | Summer2025 55
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El Palacio — Symphonies in the Skies

Symphonies | in the Skies

KNOWING OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE BY ROSEMARY DIAZ

Growing up in Santa Clara Pueblo, I listened to my grand- ndmother's stories | also learned that to know some-

mother tell the stories of our Tewa ancestors. From her e skies and thestars, and constellations in themn, i t
. hovw the OId Ones came from the north and something of my own begin sibly my future
sandstone cliffs and atop high desert
i Southwest; how they nurtured close s with th The Worlds Above Us at the Museum of Indian
and the and plants who also call it home; how ey and Culture (MIAC) opened in June and s similar oppor
" Learned to read the nd the seasons, hun, and unity to learn about our connection to the planets and stars,

n a rainbow of sacr and our unique place in the of the univer
y of language, song, and dar ghty-eight constella-
ocentric ceremonial ized by the International Astronomical
and rei 10 define Tewa culiure Union, many of which are 2 mythelogical tradition
and belef from ancient Greek and Middle Eastern civilizati
sde the formatians we s the astrologi
These stories, based ige acquired over many  of the zodiac, and others that are known across different
generations of Tewa history, taught me that the survival of n mmunit
Star (the North Star), the §

Stars (the Little Dipper

Pueblo people has always depended on our understanding of the
costmos. We live in accordance with the harmoniesand thythms  Pleiades), and ¢ With Someon
of the natural world, including those that orchestrate themselves  (the Big Dipper) (a coded reference to the Big Dipper s in the
mphonies in the skies American folksong, “The Drinking Gourd.” which alludes to
the asterism as a celestial guide used by escaped enslave
Steven Yazie (Diné] T by My
! : a5 Gili Ulisvsdanvy, meaning *where the dog ran;” the Navajo
Dighalphotograph. Courtesy ofheartis .
s diha, or ‘that waits the dawn;” and
o bo VAN . Lakota know it as Wanag or “The Place of Spirits.” And
o icked up
the Miky Way we havetoday. e view f the stry can be uncerstood

although many of us know and have observed these familiar

constellations, among others, I he stories of the

melaphor of chaos Lo beauly, or prhaps crealvly and resourceiuness. |
alsoses coyole's acions as aform of immediacy and speed o ime toward
OVID-19 pandemic

the spe form of whattechnology can bring”seys Yazzie

IR
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Acadiana Profile — Trailblazers

nenver |
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Louisiana Life — Mardi Gras Magic

TALENTED

ARTISTS
WHO
CREATE THE
FANCIFUL
FLOATS OF
THE SEASON
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Saltscapes — Hockey’s Immortal Challengers

CULTURE | HISTORY

There' no known surviving photos of that 1906
team, but this 1913 squad featured many of the

Hockey’s immortal Loy O cos
challengers ) —

DN
Why three Atlantic Canadian towns’ names are en

vw“A &
on the Stanley Cup

& TREVOR J. ADAMS

Among them were the m “It was never the big business of hockey that

jow, N.S., who challenged the
e had flourished in the Maritimes — it was the
andblue ssters was stacked with intangible spirit”
local heroes like fearless
Morrison and hard-charging centre John
D MeDonald,while the Wanderers bosst-
ed future hall-of fomer Lester Patick.
“Not much attention has been paid one that still stands: seven goals in a sing] the Stanley Cup (Nimbus Publishing).
mireal to eastern hockey sniffed  NHL game. Despitethe daunting lineup,  The Phantom alied ve goalsn thefrst
Gasette, adding tht the Quebee had a mediocre season, osing
almost as many games as they d won, 5o
niryseemstondicate  Moneton seemed tohave agood chance. in hovw the Staniey Cup wes engra
that the Maritime players have not  great Until the puck dropped. Moncton doesn't enjoy New Glasg
dealofconfidence i ther prowess” Oalone) scored early and often, prominent scrawl,butis there inneat
“The Wanderers id dominate the blowing by the Moncton defenders asif  block leers nar the baseofthe bore,
they were children,” I wrote in my book justunder “Quebec 1912191
Long Shots: The Gurious Story of the o
Four Maritime Toams That Played for
mame of the defeated team on the tro
phy long with the winner. On the top
ofthe Stanley Cup's bow,
thelip, you'l find “Neww Gl

For decades bef rv.lhﬂvn.’:ﬂ\';‘ng\ Small-town heroes

The idea of a small town like New Glasgow winning the Stanley Cup
gors happened as the Esst so far fetched. Consider the Thistles from
amining the names on the Stanley Cup, one  the hockey landscape wasa patchwork of leagues, Joast's contenders emerged. Portage in western Ontario
s hockey's great cities — championslike  the Stanley Cup didn't belong to any of them. Instead. xt came the Moncton Victori MafitFeal anii St the-hockey wotld, beating the efsding champTons
fontreal, Detroit, Edmonton — but there stees, who picked challengers to play for the The defending were the it ganies to wiith thecup, Keriora (population: 6158 as o the 1911 cani-
ually at the end of the season, but sometimes Quebee Bulldogs, monsters of the hock- sus)isthe smallest community to ever win T, and the Thistes had the shortest
ey world featuring (Bad) Joe Hall and reign as champions, losing a challenge series less than two months later.
(Phantom) Joe Malone, who set many
scoring records that lasted decades and

are three names that don't seem to belong: Moncton,
Sydney, and New Gl
Those towns have an unusual connection to hock-

ey's greatest prize. In the carly 19005, before the NHL,

14 SALTSCAPES.COM MAY / JUNE 2¢ SALTSCAPES.COM MAY /JUNE 2025 15




Historic Feature 35 or Less - Silver
Adirondack Life — Treasure Island

Treasure , 1
Island , T

a pulsating throng ing fans and,
ke o Lennon pondered whathr

The unexpected od i - e s s et
riches—and the family ’  Rlcced by publhers, and
e highbrow Europeans had wrinkled their
T noses at his newly released tale of jekyll

at Saranac Lake's oty i ot
Robert LOU‘S . i his health, but his fragile constitution
e by e cacophanots o,

Ste\/e nson Cottage uldn’t make it that

to the can

ing et o e
fy TIM ROWLAND A s leading cause o dest

b hshby YVONNE ALBINOWSKI Inlate 1887, Stevenson and his entou-

it 2 PR € | v. ras tepped off the train in the heart of

A the Adironda and found a mod-

+ cotage for rest, owned by o fmly

named Baker on 8 quie county lane

many that
he could frequently be found, not on the
but hiding from his adoriny

citondack Homes & Carps 2025




Historic Feature 35 or Less - Gold
El Palacio — Strike and Struggle
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By David Correia

Archival photographs by William Thomas Mullarky

THE NATIONAL
MINERS’ UNION
AND THE GREAT GALLUP

COALWAR, 19331935 .} %
S
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Nature & Environment Feature 35 or Less - Merit
The Yukon Magazine — Unbridled: Living with
the Feral Takhini River Horses




Nature & Environment Feature 35 or Less - Bronze
KANSAS! Magazine — Living on the Edge




Nature & Environment Feature 35 or Less - Silver
Acadiana Profile — Hoop Net Fishing

HWQP

AFISHING TECHNIQUE THAT IS AN ANCIENT,

NEAR-BIBLICAL ENDEAVOR

N

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEVIN RABALAIS.



Nature & Environment Feature 35 or Less
Adirondack Life — The River Fixers

How the Adiropdack Freshwater
Center and an arnjy of native seedlings
are healing the Ausable

i

by PAUL GREENBERG
photographs by JAMIE V

52025  ADIRONDACKLIFE 53
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Louisiana Life — Hiding in Plain Sight

DAVID JOSHUA Je!

Gl
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General Feature 35 or Less - Merit
Wyoming Wildlife — In Stone

IN STONE

Fossils from ancient Fossil Lake give insight into
the wildlife in Wyoming 52 million years ago

By Tracie Binkerd
Photos courtesy of the National Park Service

Fewplaces showcase sl s el 5
theancint sl LakeoftheGreen
irerFornaton vear Kenmerer. Te
phtograghshows severl sl o
Cacerlites s, wichsone of
sevenspecieof perch ks found
there (oo b tona Frk Senc)

Wyoming Wiklife| 31




General Feature 35 or Less - Bronze
Adirondack Life — Where Herons Gather

— e i b gl o

WE USED TO SEE A GREAT BLUE HERON now and

d rene w:
three houses dow f t ravage

‘made the streambed, slting up some pools and
eliminating others.

‘Then, the summer before last, we saw a heron again.
And last summer we spotted one several times. I take
it as a sign that the stream is recovering and the fish

ing. 1 don't really believe Nature cares
y or another, but great blue herons do
agant gift to all bird lover

Sometimes
solitary i : i
redators S I =N R el

X 5 ji o aad whatere e et thie atenton They
like a little N willeat,or try o at, amphibian, repile, small mar:

; gk sl and ot i o5 i 5 b, duck sized wa-

togetherness : DB W o i, Chia ik, o it onsevn
i gk tion biologist at the University of Connecticut, said, “if

. sl i gaher s

{ i Tl obic Cufanl e fiaes o

: - o i o s e i e B
BY JAMES GORMAN ¥ Great blus heron rookery to grains that float to the surface.
inLewis, one of manyinthe “You just g wergence of blackbirds feed-

HRT ingon the s and erons gabbing 2t and grbbing

27005 ADIRONDACK LIFE 31



General Feature 35 or Less

going Off script
Wellsboro’s Hamllton-Gi‘ébsgnouses
Productions purns Actors into Sp
By
Lilace Mellin Guignard

Where 9s Love?

For Titus and Natalie Himmelberger
(also pictured on p. 3 after getting
married) and others, it was on
the HG stage.

n July 16, 2023, the audience at Straughn Auditorium at

Commonwealth University—Mansfield watched the end of

Hamilton-Gibson Productions' summer musical, Mary Pop-
pins, when George and Winifred Banks finally got a peaceful mo-
ment together. I think you should come and dance with me,” said Mr.
Banks. As a waltz rose from the pit, Mrs. Banks gave him her hand
and gazed lovingly into his eyes. Was it all an act? As they danced, ap-
plause erupted. Matt Huels and Julie Martin, whod met at the first
rehearsal, knew this was the end 0f their scriptm’ marriage, but, un-
beknownst to the other, neither wanted their show to close. Matt was
determined to see {f/ae could write a /Jﬂppy endingfor them.

Who says romance is dead? It can be as easy as 1-2-3:

1. Audition for community theater.

2. Talk to the castmate who piques your interest.

3. Find the nerve to stay connectedionce the curtain comes down.

Many folks search for love online, and, when they do swipe right
to choose a potential mate, they meet a stranger. It can take weeks
before a new beau’s true colors pop. “It used to be the way to meet
people was you went to church or joined a bowling league,” says
Gabe Hakvaag, one of the directors at Hamilton-Gibson Produc-
tions in Wellsbore. “I tell people, ‘Come to HG and audition for
plays.”” In the past decade, seven couples have met through Ham-
ilton-Gibson and gotten married.

Sce Serptonpoes

Bronze
Mountain Home — Going Off Script

BReats Online Da fing
Titus and Natalie Himmelberger
recreate the scene in Oliver!
when Bill Sikes kills Nancy.

¥ Seriptontmued fom page 8

d a painted decorative mirror
Atop th

of them sang, though the lyris of
“Being M Banks” st ave been g

As Long as He Needs Me

Not all HG matches have begun with a
ouple. The relationship bet
alie Himmelberger started with
ing him on stage. They met in the
radio play Dra
over Halloween 201
ors sund at mnmphum< m useonly their
fen nultiple chara
ters just like the uld time udn hu\x Ti-
s was cast as young Dracula, and Natalie

made sure to sit near him.
t me” she recalls, “but

diduit plan on auditioning, Hed
been in a few HG shows in 2013-14, but

,|. He bappened 0 be n town on « oy
ns were held and went on a

Nalie grew up mo
Kenya and Thailand wich her brothers be-
se her father, Glen Hallead, was doing.
missionary work. When he became pastor
he transferred
d moved to Well-

at First Presbyteri
to Mansfield Univer

k and then to
ional
 moved back to Wellsboro

really wanted to go say “Hiy but T couldn't
remember his nam
ula!

standoffsh to me;" Titus

he says. “T couldnt

‘They didn't have conversations during
rehearsal, but each one watched the other.

you auditioning for Once Upon a
1if you will
those rehears

Fil hewas play-
WolFco he Lie Red Rid-
said no,” he says and shakes

his head.

See Seriptonpage 12




General Feature 35 or Less - Silver

El Palacio — Art and Act

e

Photographs from the Voces del
Pueblo Exhibition —

king on the New Mexico Highlands University
campusinL and you find yourself on the
south side of Hippie Hill, and you know where to look, you can
Ta Raza” scratched into the sidewalk. You
den hour, v s
the plains of Nuestra Sefiora de los Dolores d
And, if you stand outside of Professor Eric Rom
 can see a p irst mecting of the National
s of Chicano S
that would later become the National Association for Chicana
and Chicano Studies (NACCS).

5 a twenty-year-old Chicanita, I sought out that history
when [ was a student at Highlands. 1 sought it out in classes like
Chicano Literature with Professor Daniél Martinez and Poesia
Chicana with Pr Lillian Gorman. When Highlands saw
amini resurgence of the Chicano activism of the 19705 during
the earl the old timers told s ab

had painted on campus during the € ment. But that

y had been covered upas part of the larger whitewashing—
oth lieral and igurative- sm at Highlands
new exhibition documents

NMHU in the 1970s. Vces del Puchlo: Artists o the |

fexico, curtently on view at the National
Hispanic Cultural Center until February documents
the art and activism of six featured artists— Ignacio “Nacho
Jaramillo, Juanita J Lavadie, Francisco Lefebre, Noel Marque:
Roberta Marque edina—all of whom were

students at NMHU in the 197 xhibilion was cur

2 € Palicio

Seven years by Dr. Ray Hernindez-Durén and Dr. Irene Visquez
and contains 146 artworks by the six artists. Themes include
community, family, querencia, land, home, and others. A focus

ibition is El Movimiento (the Chicano Movement).

ed during the Movement ha

men, and Medina's
photos into the educational front of the
Chicano Movement in New M st interestingly, her work
s 2 snapshot of the litl

o youth in Montezuma, ju

educational equity at the K-12 and college levels and a culturally
relevant curriculum to help students conmect to their language,

history, and cultural practices.

In 1970, upon the impending retirement of NMHU presi-
dent John C. Donnelly, students and community members

ivism at Highlands U

ol

1973, Siver geatin print, 5 %' x '

dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at the University
of Wisconsin-Whitewater.

After Graham accepted the initial offer, Chicanos began
protesting, Students occupied the administration building
at Highlands for eight days in May 1970, District attorney
and president of the West Las Vegas school board, Donald A.
Martinez, filed a lawsuit to stop the hiring of Graham. Ulti-
‘mately, Graham did not take the position and later tated in.an.
oral history interview that he declined because it was the “peak.
of the Chicano Militant Movemen"and that Chicano students
at Highlands “never had a chance to do much there, except go
and learn how to be teachers in a very traditional Anglo way”
Graham acknowledges that “the Board was wrong o appoint.

‘The regents allowed the vice president under Donnelly
10 act as president until Dr. Frank Angel was hired in 1971,
Angel was Las Vegas-born and the first Chicano o be hired as
presidentat Highlands. n his speech at Angel’s inauguration,
USS. Commissioner of Education §.P. Marland Jr. noted: *Thus
i seems to me, in a sense that 1 am sure President Angel will

derstand, inaccurat 340
‘years later, one of our 1,400 senior educational institutions
should be headed by an American of Mexican descent. Instead.
of saying, Tsn't it wonderful?, we should be asking, ‘What took
s s0 long?”

Angel was the first Chicano president of any four-year
university in the US. The New York Times wrote of his hiring;

me, and [

the factors in this situation.”

“He is widely regarded as a father figure, or patton [patronl,
for Chicanos who have risen through the state’s colleges and

niversity
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The Yukon Magazine — Northern Cousins in a World of Silos

Gulf of
Alaska
WE NEED EACH OTHER

forapearand sl e bordrwas ichod et
e g o St

NORTHERN COUSINS
IN A WORLD OF SILOS

Alaskans, Yukoners, and the past, present,
and future of their relationship et e he Backwben S Clas
By Keith Halliday - g X N‘“‘ “‘d':l‘}li,‘wﬁ‘ s

enario where your
f Alaska Brewing's Husky IPA and the border is a bright red
. m.‘._,,m,‘,l

fhe Yukon-Alaska border exists in many parallel universes. Like
the truck is carrying more than your limit

the border is merely a scenic place for a 360-degree photo. Until 2035,

thatis,
‘The Chilkoot border crossing, atop a mountain pass, is now closed

s e i
R ¢ 5 ik ot Sy peogc e . s o e Ve
Hnevlrog duls ot of g . i TGy . vasion.and
Perhaps its an alternate reality where you're an ambitious mining s herslfsyin hank you'for . 3 2
e the dividing line between two very different regulatory e walin dowe Brosdy o Akl v o ot e b conncied
it ol S 2 i et cam et
— " Ifyou're hiking over the summit of the historically epic Chilkoot Trail, Wendy - Sapry s o bt he . e minde e vesd news i 3 Camadian

b nither goverament showing smach nthusiaom 1 reopen. The
e : Chilkoot Trail has become, depending on which side you're on,a s3-klo-
metre or 33-mile metaphor for the Alaska-Yukon relationship.

Two hundred years ago, it was a First Nation trading route. Who
Knows what Tlingit people traveling the rail in 1825 would have thought
ifthey’d been told the British and Russian empires were cutting the trail
bt ith 8 nee boder dfned FSt. Petersburg,

The Russian and British diplomats who negotiated the 1825 border had
maps that were mostly blank. The Russians first proposed the border
go along the 3sth meridian, which would have put the frontier right
rough the MCrae s station nar Whichorse. The Bitih haggled
and the border ended up where it s today. The Yukon got what would
become the Klondike goldfelds and Alaska got more of the panhandle,
including Juneau and Ketchikan.

The border ddt matter much for anothe 70 yeas. Prospectors came
and went, often staking clais ks whosenatiolty vasay
guess. Taxes and customs duties were Outside concepts.

THEYUKON MAGAZNE | VINTER
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Profile 35 or Less - Bronze
Mountain Home — Gina Pfleegor’s Warriors Wear Gowns

(GINA PFLEEGOR’S

WARRIORS

WEAR GOWNS
With Her Daughter as Muse,
the Artist Stars at West End Gallery

75J Karey Solomon

e f 4 \"l in 3 f -
( : r risa pla chmlphtcholdm(vl y crown. I‘roaleas \

hang from between the girl’s pursed lips. The girl looks resolute, even \
sl 1tly annoyed. Perhaps this is 1se the model, Gina’s dz 1ughrel
Emma, then fou , had to pose for some time in a fanc

holding bab in her mouth. Dcsplte atrip

 for modeling for her mother, \ Pop Go the Paintings
. Gina Pfleegor’s style of pop-
. - 1 surrealism—uwith daughter Emma as &
P r()PS mn hLI mou r]] - the model for her damsels—proves to
i be both popular and provocative.

Courtesy West End Galery.



Profiles 35 or Less - Silver
El Palacio — Pathway and Relationship

PATHWAY AND
RELATIONSHIP

THE LIFELONG CREATIVE ENGAGEMENT
OF DR. GREG CAJETE

By Jamie Figueroa

Phologragh by Jamie

El Palaein 31




Profile 35 or Less - Gold
Adirondack Life — Character Study

Keene Valley
artist Frank Owen

-ene Valley artist Frank has play
le around town, with frequent appear:
u may find him chatting up hik-
e who happs

of miles from the epice

and nearly two
the country. He
g on vibrant I

£

As partof w E
sider art a viable career path and a

FACING Modernist artist Frank Owen in his Keene
Valley studio. RIGHT: Owenrs large-scale abstract paintings. Caims: Students/Teachers (1997), 84" x 84

May + June 2025 ADIRONDACK LIFE 51
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Oklahoma Today — Oklahoma Today Video Podcast

THE PODCAST




Best Brand Innovation - Gold
Avenue — Top 20 Under 20

Sponsorship Deliverables

avenue
\V
Shine On

Avenue's Top 20 Under 20 Class of 2026, presented in partnership
with YMCA Calgary, features the rising stars of Calgary’s next

generation. They include published authors, environmental scientists,
sea cadets, policercoqgtstbgilders, researchers, award-winning

athletes and more. Their accolades and accomplishm: are
downright inspiring and prove that the future of Calgary is bright.

ALYSSA NIRDSE. EULA NENGULLD AND OLIVIA PICHE PHOTOS BY STEVE COLLINS

nal materials at
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Best Brand Innovation - Gold
New Mexico Magazine — Route 66 Centennial

ﬂ 42. BEST BRAND INNOVATION

c:mznmn
New Mexico Route 66 mapping
app, sponsored by larger

ew Mexico i 0
small and local businesses along

MAGAZINE the route. Travelers can plan
customized trips using city trails
and themed itineraries, discover
iconic and lesser-known stops,
and engage through interactive

check-ins, prize pickups, and

Route 66 themed giveaways.

Content

Meet Billy Keeler of —1 NEW MEXICO, USA
Rlchardson Trading <

LAND OF ENCHANTMENT

I Get to Know Route 66
P 5 - T

Objectves

i roen

New Mexico 3 New Mexico s




Travel Feature



Travel Feature - Bronze
Texas Highways — Architecture of Restlessness

ROADSIDE MOTELS
ROAD-TRIPPING STILL CATER
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Travel Feature - Silver
New Mexico Magazine — Frontier Spirits

DESTINATIO! Mogollén

past filled with flo

Ithough all tt

mined from these legendary mountains, treasures

RESTA TERRELL HAS A REQUEST
The proprictor of the Old

lescription of the

s reflect on what a visiting
mothersaid to her child one day this sum
mer at Terrell’s eclectic emportum in the
stunningly well-preserved ghost town,

26 New Mexico 5

By Molly Boyle

whichiislocated about 75 miles nos

sfilled with art,
Ary,and furniture made by more than
adozenart
tionof'shi
o
an array of
todowitht

ghost town
ing
ely been

there. Not
what were th
illa
k Canyon that's populated by st
rontsand ramshacklc

i< JAMES HEMPHILL

AD (CIRCA)

600

MILES OPERATING

T Mogolién Cemetery
contains 207 unique graves.

: The Siver

Creeklnn (in aformer
mefcantie) greets visitors.

newmexicon




Travel Feature - Gold
Arizona Highways — Arizona Unplugged

ARIZONA

Like hiking without headphones, a scenic drive without the
roar of an internal combustion engine makes for a more
peaceful experience — with the windows down,
you can actually hear the kee-eeeee-arr of a red-tailed hawk.
Electric vehicles offer that kind of solitude, but the logistics
of navigating between charging stations in a state as big
as ours can be tricky. To find out just how tricky,
we sent our managing editor on a tour of Arizona's three
national parks in a Ford Mustang Mach-E.

BY NOAH AUSTIN

nd,” the late conservationist
mctuary for nature
1o will aceept nature on nature
 hold that to be true, aren't electric vehicles an ic
e sanctuaries? They don't pump carbon monoxide
the atmosphere, and they're quiet — allowing

oline fumes and
But Arizona
for charging electric

oup Climate Power, about
. up from 66,000 just a year earlier

anned along Arizons’
a voad trip around Ari;

g bullets about your EV's battery
and Show Low. Not that 'd know

ehicle throu
hile A
i fastchrgingstatins
e e B o P allenges for EV road tripper:
8 OHN BURCH

rizonahig!
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Food Feature - Merit
KANSAS! Magazine — A Cocktail Renaissance

prod passing o ry-
Kansas' racky relationship with alcohol began in 1881 when the state

repeal of the 18th Amendment. The state’s “dry” crusade led to
a Y




Food Feature - Bronze
Oklahoma Today — Sandwich Quest

Who doesn't love
a sandwich? This
most perfect, most
compact, most
easily customizable
of food items is
universally beloved.
But sandwiches are
everywhere. So we sent
writer and comedian
Jeremy Martin of the
comedy duo The Martin
Duprass on a tour of the
state to find some of the
most unique,
most satisfying, and
most incredible
sandwiches around

BY JEREMY MARTIN

JOINTHE
SANDWICH
QUEST.




Food Feature - Silver
Acadiana Profile — Fork Yeah

Saq

—_— Famed food personality Julia
AFULL-COURSE Child once said, “People who
I

G ve-toleat are:always the be
GUIDETO s ove to eat are always the best
BEST EATS

people § In this annual Best
of Dining feature, we focus on
the people who love to cook
for those who love to ez
We are show
creations from Lake Charles to
pE—— Morgan City. § Each of the:
COLLINRICHIE hes is prepared using fresh,
high-quality ingredients by
enthusiastic and talented cooks
and bakers who are driven to
serve their patrons delicious
food. § Under each course,
three choices are provided. This
was done because Louisiana
has many wonderful dining
establishments and menus. §
S0 which ones are best

By
ERIC CORMIER

era. Use thi Iré
tion. § Slow your roll, gathe;
a few of your favorite people
and hit the road. Regard it

a grand culinary adventure. §
No matter where you go, you
will be around the best people.
Guaranteed!




Food Feature - Silver
Louisiana Life — Food Lovers Travel Guide

21DISHES
WORTHTHE
DRIVE




Food Feature - Gold
Texas Highways — The Reel Deals

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ) y
MATTHEW JOHNSON

0

Whether you're
making a pilgrimage
all the way from
Nederland to Port
Isabel or thinking
about a.quick hop over
to Rockport for a long
weekend, mark your
map (and save your
appetite) for these

20 TIMELESS
COASTAL DIVES

ne2ws  s3
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Portrait Photo - Merit
New Mexico Magazine — Self Portrait in a Complex Mirror

b=
PORTRAIT

COMPLEX
MIRROR

Few santeros have set the centuries-old religious
art form on fire like Vicente Telles. While bringing his
uniquely New Mexican work to the world, hes also
teflecting New Mexico back to itself.

By Molly Boyle

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ROBERTO ROSALES




Portrait Photo - Bronze
Adirondack Life — Character Study

Keene Valley . - by Lisa Bramen
artist Frank Owen




Portrait Photo - Silver
Texas Highways — Andy Armendariz Sr.




Portrait Photo - Gold
Arizona Highways — Bill Anton

B TO GLACIER NATIONAL PARK WHEN HE WAS 7. NOW, THE PRESCOTT-BASED
T 1S ONE OF THE FOREN PAINTERS OF W ERN LAN PES.

By KELLY VAUGHN | Photographs by JOEL GRIMES

ettled.
n August, a wildfire is burning near Kirkland.
& ‘ontinues to rage on the North Rim of the Grand
Ak 5 ¢ s 3 ell Hil which killed 19 hotshot firefighters
K e, as they have for more than a decade.
= B But Bill (pictured), who has been painting professionally since 1982, is al
¥ - thinking about the Doce Fire, which ig 2013. That one forced him
to evacuate his home and studio, which sits in the shadow of Granite Mountai
and on the edge of the Prescott National Forest, ju
It's the home he shar h Peggy, his wife of more than 40
where their two children grew up. It's the home whose walls are lined with Bill’s
among others he’s acquired from mentors and contemporaries.
that you wouldn't be 3
ind we
e started.
fternoon of the 30th. The mountain was ash by then
because of Doce, but we were sitting out here. We’d had about a quarter-inch of
rain, and usually the per mething like that. But
after that rain, nothing but a hot wind was blowing. Peggy and Ilooked at each
other and commented on how strange it w
In retrospect, Bill believes that's when the Granite Mountain Hotshots were lost.
“It was about 4:45,” he “I'had a horse that w
in a trailer and driving him around. I didn’t even know
Fire at that point. And I saw on the horizon — I'm very sensitive to color — so
d Iw eing smoke and not a cloud. I knew there was a fire over the

ol
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THE

OKIE

AWARDS

Portrait
Oklahoma Today — Ok

OKIES

of the

YEAR

By Ben Luschen « Portraits by Jackson Augustus Adair

THERE ARE TWO THINGS PEOPLE
all around the world know about
Okl

P. Murrah Federal Building. The
second is the Oklahoma City Thun-
der, the reigning champions of the

is the strange duality of being
from OKC: Famous to outsiders for

trol, but in private, defined by all the
unseen days in between. It the sam
o-the-grindstone mindset tha
e Thunder and their
. This
nch s more than our pride and joy;
through and through
cominga Major
League City was an organic vision shar
by the many who made it happen. It was
truly the unified effort of ity lead
ship, the business community, and most
importantly,the public—our fans—who
were the energy behind itall,” says Ben-

nett. And now, eighteen years into our
history, 1 feel it even more.

WHEN OKLAHOMA CITY FINALLY
did join the storied ranks of Big
League Cities in 2008, it was supposed

be a move that put the municipalit
and state on the same map as the other
name-brand metropol
dot the sports landscape. The
‘might all be in the club, but Oklahoma
City's cight journey in the
NBA has been something few if
will find relatable.

than two decades, the OKla-

‘homa City Thunder has seen three sepa-
rate stars win the Most Valuable Player
award. The Detroit Pistons, who joined
the NBAin 1049, have never had an MVP.
Six Thunder players have gone on to be
‘named NBA All-Stars—four on multiple
occasions. Former players James Harden

areers outside of OKC. The

45

THE

Series — Bronze
ies of the Year: Thunder Play

OKIE

AW

ARDS

ers




BELONGING TO A PLACE

Keith Carter

elfharter world-renowned photographer, artit,
and soon-to-be retired educator, has lived in
Beaumont since age 3. But it was not until his

early 30 that he began to see his native envi-

ror y
stories of hislate wife, Pat, a fellow Southeast Texas
i covery of Wharton-born playwright

nt, Carter’s most recentbook, Ghostlight,
was published in 2023. keithcarterphotographs.com

‘s conceptofbelongingtoa place
he

Southeast Texas environ-
a

bazillion things goingor

‘We'reright on the Louisiana border, which has been

ano- d since the colonial era. Between the

folklore and the history, it seemed like  fertile visual
ground tosearch for ghos kne

en Thad the pleasureof traveling to other

ind other countries, Id come back to Southeast

ndscapes, we're not the place to ook, If
you're looking for microcosms of the universe and
wyered miracles, t

carnivorous plants surrounding me, where vestiges
ought-1 and|
yspotted, in 2 place where you hear phrases
ight outof the King James Bible, mixed with all
kindsof ribaldidioms. Its ust a peculiar place”

are occa-

Texas Highways — Bewitched by the Bayou

Pine Island Bayou, 2021 by Keith Carter.

“Nothing fixes our landstapes
inagrand oriconic way, but
the swamplands are a mystical,
dark strangely ecclesiastical
Kind of place. Every square
foot ofthe [and has a bazillion
things going on.”

Portrait Series — Silver

2
Ot 4
7 i

=

Kelth Carterinabaygall on
theoutskirts of Beaurriont.

e

/
ss

Y

THE GATTAIL MARSH

(athy Spence and Kenyan Guidry




Portrait Series - Gold
Acadiana Profile — The Makers and the Music

IN WORKSHOPS ACROSS SOUTH LOUISIANA,
LOCAL CRAFTSMEN ARE SHAPING CYPRESS
AND SPRUCE INTO MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
THAT ENSURE THE DISTINCTIVE SOUND OF
CAJUN MUSIC LIVES ON.




Portrait Series - Gold
Arizona Highways — The Young’Uns

10X Ranch, watheast o Douglas

sibings are nthe ba
poin, she asked m
ot

10 X Ranch, northeast of Douglas

Ella Swith
El, he three sl
re, Els s pictured in
about Sor 0 nthis photo” Ba
o e branding




Photo Series 34,999
Circulation or Less



Photo Series 35 or Less - Bronze
Louisiana Life — Ducking and Weaving




Photo Series 35 or Less — Silver
Oklahoma Today — Enjoy the Ride

Every Memorial
Day weekend, the
historically all-black

town of Boley hosts the

longest-running black
rodeo in the country,

dating back to 1903.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY

MELISSA LUKENBAUGH

ENJOY THE RIDE

54 Mav1juNE 2025 OkishomaToday.com 55




Photo Series 35 or Less - Gold
Acadiana Profile — Hoop Net Fishing

QP

AFISHING TECHNIQUE THAT IS AN ANCIENT,

NEAR-BIBLICAL ENDEAVOR

4 4

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEVIN RABALAIS

Y-



IRMA

International Regional Media Ass

Where regional magazines thrive!



Photo Series
35,000 Circulation or More



Photo Series 35 or More - Bronze
New Mexico Magazine — The Crown Prince

Chustie Green greetstne.
dav gt hor Beyeros. |

50 New Mexico / NOVEMBER 2025,




Photo Series 35 or More - Silver
Arizona Highways — Different Point of View

Adusting of snow coversthe
upperreache Grand
Canyoninay
Overlooka

22 January 2025°




Photo Series 35 or More - Gold
Texas Highways — Big Skies




Art and Culture Feature
35,000 Circulation or More



Art & Culture 35 or more - Bronze
Arizona Highways — She’s a Relative Unknown

SHE'S A RELATIVE
UNRNOWN

familyco
Cied n pove

on{emporares

ATHY MONTGOMERY

edonats nevwest park honors the city's history, and
building

st buildings is its focus. But just

d of her friends. A longtime collaboraror
-ated many of his n¢ includ-

Uilan Wihelm st G
19013, Her ting mat tocommit the bride
COURTE SPIRIT:SCOTTSDALE'S OF THE WEST

arizonanighways.com R7




Art & Culture 35 or more - Silver
New Mexico Magazine — Help Yourself




Art & Culture 35 or more - Gold
Texas Highways — Earth, Water, Wind, and Fire




Historic Feature
35,000 Circulation or More



Historic Feature 35 or More - Merit
New Mexico Magazine — If These Walls Could Talk

gion’s rich and comple
BY CANDOLIN CO0K

*
Photographsiy
ANDREW KORNYLAK

and period furniture.
Inset: US. troops stand
information on the
paradegrounds, 1585.




Historic Feature 35 or More - Bronze
Texas Highways — The Ties That Bind
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Historic Feature 35 or More - Silver
Cottage Life — The Last Voyage of the HMS Speedy




Historic Feature 35 or More - Gold

Arizona Highways — Staring Into Space

Staring
Into Space

The n remail
especially for the

remarkabl
yonth
understandin




Nature and Environment

Feature
35,000 Circulation or More



Nature & Environment Feature 35 or More — Bronze

algary, atits heart, is a river ity
We work and play on the waters
of the Bowand Elbow, and

n their
«

City of Calgary relies

glacial flows to provide us with a consta
nd clean water supply.

despite beinga born-and-bred Cal-

an, 1 didn't truly appreciate how special

ary's ivers are as  was growing up.

Avenue - Flow State

= 41 CHRIS LAKDRY

Aufirst glance, it seemed to me that
Calgary didn't have a river cultureatall.
elled to other cities, including Brisbane,

riverbanks are

London and Paris, where t
fully urbanized with roads and bike paths,
restaurants, markets and public transporta
tion up and down the waterways. It seemed.
tome these cities provided a lfe oriented
towards their rivers in a way

didn't Brisbane, in particular, has an
‘amazing “boat bus” (a moniker that [ use af.
fectionately) called the CityCat, which love,
1o bring up in just about any conversation
that Tean,
Through my travels, L often
how other cities had absorbed their rivers
identty and culture, and I won-

elled at

JULURUGUST 20

=}

FROM THE BEGINNING

The setdlement of Calgary began where the
Bow and Elbow meet, in 1875, when the

North-West Mounted Police established Fort
Calgaryat their confluence of the two rivers
For generations before that, the Indigenous

people of the region used this area as a gath-

ering place with both practical and sacred
purposes

In the 18005, Calgary setters used the Bow
River to transport lumber from the Rackies,
floating it downstream until it was picked up.
at Prince’s sland and used to build some of
the first homes here.

‘The rivers have always been an important

lgary's history, and the city prob-

ably wouldn't be here without them.
Calgary has always relied on the Bow River
formany of s resources, from industrial
transportation to water power, says Frank
Frigo, manager of environmental manage
‘mentin The City of Calgary’s Climate &
Environment business unit.
“The river is very much integrated with

[Calgary’s history), and the city has grown




Nature & Environment Feature 35 or More - Silver
Arizona Highways — As Different as Night and Day

kS DIFFERENT AS NIGHT AND DAY

46 SEPTEMBER 2025



Nature & Environment Feature 35 or More - Silver
New Mexico Magazine — Drop by Drop

i Work to restore wetlands
across northern New Mexico
is slowly making progress-a move that's .
good fo fish, elk, ranchers, and everyone
thirsty downstream.

o Hlizaheth MI"Fr PHOTO(;RAPHS svMary Robnell

N



Nature & Environment Feature 35 or More - Gold
Texas Highways — Gone in Seven Seconds




General Feature
35,000 Circulation or More



General Feature 35 or More — Bronze
Texas Highways — Born to the Skies




General Feature 35 or More - Silver
Arizona Highways — Alternative Energy

2 has heen kno:




General Feature 35 or More - Gold
New Mexico Magazine — A Tale of Two Crops

Since 2021, when recreational cannabis 3 d in New Mexico,
arumor has d: 1t might outpace chile as nd of Enchantment’s
in with farm rougho als

Clockwise from top eft:

BY BILL SHAPIRO " Taos MolftainGrown

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ALEX HARRIS o et
o e B
i o
52 New Mexico / JUN




Profile
35,000 Circulation or More



Profile 35 or More - Bronze
Arizona Highways — Standing Perfectly Still

riam Balley was ararity among orni sinth

femal trained, and a college dropout with a quie ignoring the

orms of her profession It was comman at the time o look at birds through

the aliv rred an opera g

MELISSA L. SEVIGNY

all manner of visitors




Profile 35 or More - Silver
Cottage Life — An Island of One’s Own




Profiles 35 or More - Gold

Texas Highways — Forces for Nature

Forces

for
Nature




Department



Department — Bronze
Arizona Highways — The Journal

NATURE

Mountain lions i
ona,but they e primarily found
mountainous
) theyre stealthy
you might encour

un
their tan or reddish-br
photos
acameratiap in the Do
Mounta

Additional R
ol

es of the state

ans an fis

1/book

CANONEDSS0, VI00SEE /74150400, 7MMLENS
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LA MAISON £ MELANIE WARNER SPENCER | 1 WAYLEI SHITH

Restorative
Renovation

IN ZDZl COLLETTE PRUDHDMME COSMINSKI'S INTEREST was piqued
i ntury modern home for sale in
was flipping through

(he [mturex [and thou
renovation. T would love to be mnmm, sk
esigner and assistant professor at the Unive

her design expertise with the pre
mately a year to complete.

Designer Collette Prudhomme.

Cosminski and build

Ryan Baldridge o Provence
orked i nauurat

ceramic tile backsplash.

Department - Silver
Acadiana Profile - Home




Department - Gold
Texas Highways — Fuel

g sotol blades, as do the resi- esstohelprefineand remove
dent javelinaandmule deeron the unwanted compounds, Arriel:
Wes{Texasland. Additionally the  helped the Tesas groupultimatel
property s ife with prickly forge a spirit that embodies the
and edible ocotillo and cholla
blossoms. “Cibolooffered alot of

oplionsin Lerms of developinga

Message : " e e

v rrently made in the U.S., the
- Although it is unknown Marfa Spirit Co product is the
in a Bottle i, clminaionotacalectvedsean, HogHeaven
T one that celebrates the region and
arfa Spirit Co captures the spirit has b its Mexican he ONE OTHER TEXA
vaste of the Trans-Pecas with \m’;\;r.hl\.n’ruhluj : day, Ivlu'Y.\h fi Mo \l\nu DISTILLERY PLAYING
mealy new offering first attempt in 2024, Weber THY ELIXIRS
e and are typically altradition going forward.
1ly, 50 produc ‘est Texas cultivates peaches
ot wpsidly A pBiESAT At
.. To help with that time we'll use those with javelina,
lerculean effort, Weber consulted aoudad, or quail. That would defi-
ngtripwith colleag e with Don“Lalo® Eduardo Arrieta,
outdoor and distill

> whiLe on an annual dove hunt- &t

distiller for Chihuahua’s

Marfa Spirit Co cofounder
Morgan Weber detoured to the pool at their
Brownsuille Airbnb to cool off. Ttwas aswel-

Nocheluna Sotol.
Guiding them through the

labor-intensive, three-distllation vintage.
teringaflernoon in September 2022, and

Weber and his friends from Duck Camp, an
Austin-based apparel brand, made the:
utivedecision that the birds could wait,
“The conversation organically turned &
Whatifwemadea collaborative, regionally
appropriate spirit that somehow incorpo- Marfas Cibolo Creek Ranch—a  slightly viscous quality that ncor-
rated huntinginto it?” Weber says. 30,000-acre cattle propertyand  porates the flavorsof the local fruit,
Since openi 2021, Marfa Spirit C hunting lodge established inthe  nuts, grains, and other botanical
has produced its own version of sotol, a mid-18th century, that round out its construction.
Mexican Denamination of Origin spirit The outcome of the poolside  “The informal definition of
native to Chihuahua, Coahuila, and chatin 2022 was Lo expand upon y ry o a locale
Durango. Made from the plantof the same that idea. An offshoot of stan-  inaboltle;"says Kate Nye, Marfa
name, it's a distillate similar to mezcal dard sotol and mezcal, pechuga Spirit Co's consultant and former
where thecabezas, or hearts,are roasted in is a style traditionally madein  operationsmanager. ‘T really ap
anunderground oven, pulverized to extract Oaxaca thats used to mark cele-  into theold saying, Wht grows
Achersonlgilfamesns thejuice, and ferm ¥ brations, holidays, and religious ether goes logether.”
s Antorios T P botanical cousin Lo o arac monies. Made by suspendin For their own Tt leiter-
Lounge, Pags 90.

and peppery noles. raw meal—typically chicken or  ation, the groupsetled on using

o entof citrus and pink
Although satolis ndisputablya Mexica urkeybreas native ingredientslike prickly

pporcorn. The distiler
aporcaoks the prol ous juniper berr suggestspouring tintoa
allowing the fat and jui from Fort Davis, and even native

from the meat o drip backinto ek meat drawa rom Cibolo Creek

hasled the domesticeffort quite ke Marta the distillate. Spanish for “poul-  Ranchis free-roaming elk popula-
SpiritCo, which hand-harvests tssotol from try breast” pechuga has a savory. heanimals eat the tender

arimmedwith local

honey, butit's noless

aa
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Hed & Dek - Bronze
Arizona Highways — Neither Hide Nor Hair

NEITHER WIDE NOR HAIR

Bigfoot, the yeti, Sasquatch .. tales of big, hairy monsters have crossed
history, cultures and geography for centuries In Aizona, there have been
“sightings" i the White Mountains and along the Mogollon Rim. After all

the years, there's no definitive proof,but there are believers, Driven, perhaps,
by a conviction that knowing st nearly as intriquing as wondering.

By Matt Jaffe + lllustrations by Adam McCauley

O, HERE'S MY BIGFOOT STORY. md.unnm», through the campsite while screaming an
On the st night of a llama trek in Californiats am. Elevation and cheap wine will play
amped somewhere around e enough time in that 10
ntful trip: creeks e dreams and consciousness to think the 1y dog and rotten e
exist. But easy as it is to dismiss accounts of m

swollen by r-drowning and frequent sit-
like creature: ,.wumm.wm Hmmnd hokunn, these

down strikes by the llamas. (They're adorable, but not for It the big guy! Sasquatch, Bigfoot, the mythic
six days at a stretch) We finished the box wine, its terroir  of bumper stickers and rear window d ography
and vintage of equally dubious prove " O, inthis case, my hirsute friend Tom. HalF-asleep and art with the giant swamp ‘qummumm,m,dd
on the remaining food, ostensibly to lighten the llamas’ stark naked, he had rushed out to help the wrangler scare in Beowuf,the Old English epic poem possibly written as
Tt ot ot back bt i ablack bear away from the llamas. early as the eighth century and the bane of high school
asound coming from the For those few hazy seconds,  helieved. And as I sit here udents 1,300 years later. The Mogollon Mon:

‘meadow where lhu“;msqulmmdiur the night. Still fog-fre

flap and sav a latter-day Gigantopithecus walks among us. However,
ashadowy, human- mm(,\umm‘ o ised s that strange night did lead me to ponder the concept

tales cross history, cultures ar

Creature and A} egrettably named Wood
Booger In Austrata, Bigfoo  the Yowie and n Mevico,

IGUST 2025

in the light of day, I cannot claim that Kinfolk across America, including New York's Kinderhook

i’ the Sisimite or El Cuatlacas.

“Its really interesting that they'
usually larger and stronger than us,” says Arizona State
University literature instructor Dr. Emily Zarka, an
expert in monsters who created and hosts the PBS Digital
Studios series Monstrum. “They can be protectors of the
environment they inhabit, and maybe even help humans.
But also be agg:

“Ithink that these legen
try and understanding of what human evolutions look like.
It about fearing that we're not on top of the food chain
— whether it's an unknown eryptid being that could be
‘more powerful than us, or the misidentification of some
kind of species that may or may not be extinct




DOME
AWAY
FROM
HOME

“THELMA .’\ND LUU\
ROUGH ITIN A
AN OTHERW

ENDI AARONS

Hed & Dek - Silver

exas Highways — Dome Away From Dome

¥ EMpTY NEST was cl
inginonme.
I texted my friend
Anne, also the mother
e e kids: "W

even's
a Cabela’s on purpose, I was
od.

mezcal, Thelma,”
she replied. “You bring the limes.”

(All Gen X women on a road
trip call each other Thelma and
Louise—not just because we
frequently feel like driving off
aclift)

Wehit the road on a Th
ourcoolerfilled with Topo C

and my hormone replacement
therapy pills because the last
thing you need in the desert
hot flash. Eight hours later,
pullinto Marfain far West T
and wonderifthe town s closed.
The wide streets are empt
stores uncrowded. Notipsy bach-
nscooters clogging the
‘We definitely aren'tin
tin anymore. We check into
o beautiful Spanishand M
Revival-style Hotel Paisano and
sip palomas in the courtyard. It
't yet camping, but the hots
elevatoris broken sowe're getting

Marfa Lights Viewing Area and
watch tin, intermittent flashes
dotthe horizon undera royal blue

natural phomwmﬂnnn wumﬂma;
puttingonas

Starslightup someof
the darkestsklesin
thocountryabovethe
Chihuahuan Desert.

andhead south toward Terling:
the quis
famous fc

andtheroadis emptys
nal white-and-green U.

from their rocky
perches. With fletingcell service
whiletraveling along the border
ational Park, I pull
nail confirmation and
read again that they don't offer
for“weather lifchang
acts of God, power outages, road
conditions, and the discomforts
ofnature? Understandable, but I
reallyhopediscomfortsof ature’
doesi'tmean “vicious scorpions”
Elevenmiles a
we see the sign for the Summit
at Big Bend and turn onto the
unpaved Lone Star Mine Road.

brown-and-tan landse
marshmallows in cocoa. Istareat
them in wonder but with appre-
hension. I wanted t

moon. Myanxicty
through the isolated property up
toour numbered dome and park

Tdon'tknowifl can handleth
Imutter, realizing
ally are. I'd only seen this
part of Tesas while watching
No Country for Old Men with

Lhwurh wasfiet m.ml right?
“Youd bett

Terlingua doesn't have a Four
Seasons

Westepinside
ﬂnndedwnhu-]m'nn
inaBear Gryllss:
s nicer than m my ]n‘dumm at

Where History
Comes to Life

Step right into the plot of a daring 1944 submarine rescue mission
where you'l feel the tension of a jungle escape, the danger of enemy
patrols, and the intensity of a submarine engaged in fierce battle.

| SCAN

NATIONAL MUSEUM iy

%PAGIFIC WAR '

Q §$'.hsnman

Immerse Yourself Here
VISIT Our 6-acre Campus and Galleries
SEE Hundreds of Artifacts, Large and Small

HEAR Stories from Everyday Heroes Who Kept Us Safe

Come Experience the Newly Renovated
George H.W. Bush Gallery
Open December 6

PacificWarMuseum.or o e ol
Fredericksburg, Texas & COMMSSIONA

ATEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION PROPERTY  ©2025 NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE PACIFIC WAR.




Hed & Dek - Gold

Acadiana Profile — Fork Yeah

AFULL-COURSE
GUIDE TO

THE REGION'S
BEST EATS

By
ERIC CORMIER

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
COLLINRICHIE

always the best

people § In this annual Best
of Dining feature, we focus on
the people who love to cook
for those who love to eat. §
We are showcasing kitchen
creations from Lake Charles to
Morgan City. § Each of these
hes is prepared using fresh,
high-quality ingredients by
enthusiastic and talented cooks
and bakers who are driven to
serve their patrons delicious
food. § Under each course,
three choices are provided. This
was done because Louisiana
has many wonderful dining
s. 9

tion. § Slow your roll, gather
a few of your favorite people
and hit the road. Regard it

a grand culinary adventure. §
No matter where you go, you
will be around the best people.
Guaranteed!



Hed & Dek - Gold

Louisiana Life — Ducking and Weaving

DUCKING *

HUNTING, GATHERING
AND STORYTELLING
IN THE EARLY

AN)
n WEAVING




Best New
Magazine Writer



Best New Magazine Writer - Bronze
The Yukon Magazine — Marissa Meilleur




Best New Magazine Writer - Silver
El Palacio — Lazarus Letcher

Yo
CATHAY




Best New Magazine Writer - Gold
Texas Highways — Bobby Aleman

Check the Drip

By Bobby Aleman

Photographs by Erich Schlegel




IRMA

International Regional Media Ass

Where regional magazines thrive!



Recreation Feature



Recreation - Bronze
Oklahoma Today — Sweeping Down the Main

SWEEPING DOWN




Recreation - Silver
New Mexico Magazine — Art City, Here We Come

Just off Historic Route 66, a fantastically
immersive sculpture park and
glamping destination heralds a new era
of possibilities in Tucumcari.

BY MOLLY, BOYLE

50 New Mexico / JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2025



Recreation - Gold
Texas Highways — Show of Hands

HE SECRETIVE, CENTURIES-OLD OUTLAW TRADITION OF NOODLING
REACHES ITS PEAK EVERY SUMMER AT A LAKE TAWAKONI TOURNAMENT
WITH THE KINGS OF CATFISH




Special Focus



Special Focus - Bronze
Acadiana Profile — The Food Issue

PLUS: OUR
READERS » 4N G
&
a
v,

PICK THE
BEST BOUDIN

S2q

Famed food personality Julia

AFULL-COURSE Child once said, “People who

YH;%EE{S?DN'S love to eat are always the best

BESTEATS people?” § In this annual Best

on

the people who love to cook

for those who love to eat. |

e showcasing kitchen
creations from Lake C|

PHOTOGRAPHY BY Morgan 1 Each of these

ehdiety dishes is prepared using fresh,

high-quality ingredients by

enthusiastic and talented cooks

and bakers who are driven to

serve their patrons delicious

food. § Under each course,

three choices are provided. This

was done because Louisiana

has many wonderful dining

establishments and menus. §

So which ones are best? § You

e this feature for inspira-
tion. § Slow your roll, gather
a few of your favorite people

it the road. Regard it as
a grand culinary adventure. §
No matter where you go, you
will be around the best people.
Guaranteed!




Special Focus

Bronze

Arizona Highways — One Hundred Years 1925 to 2025

HIGHWAYS ey

ONE HUNDRED YEARS

1925 to 2025

10 100 vears: apriL 1925-apRIL 2025

L

Premiere I

APRIL 1925

The first issue of Arizona Highways was
st 26 pages, including ads, and the

newsstand price was 10 cents. A thou-

sand copies were printed, meaning

only a handful of readers saw the

‘magazine’s frst typo. Turns out, we

spelled “Highway” with two *

the captionfor the ovesphote “The
wer picture for the first issue of

Arizona Highways shows some of the

scenery along the PrescottWhite Spar

the White Spar-Congres:
is one of the prettiest scenic roads in
the State”

Poetry has been an important compo-
nent of the magazine since the early

Ira L. Wood, who was an accountant
the Arizona Highway Department,
ord of how wel his left
brein worked on balance sheets and
business tax forms, but his right brain

Earlytravel content, June 1928

and prolific — we
s of his poems in the
19205 and "30s.

3.
Grand Canyon Cover
MARCH 1926
Tt took us 12 issues to figure out that
the Grand Canyon would make a
great cover subject, but finally, we
did. Tt derstated
and-white. Intriguing, but not
caling, The caption reads: “Our
cover this month is an unusual scene
of one of the great scenc wonders
of the world — the Grand Canyon.
The photograph i the property of
‘WM. Lane, chief engineer of the
Arizona Highway Department.” There
isn'tany information sbout where the
photo was made, but renowned Can-
on artist Bruce Aiken, who knows
the natural wonder as well as anyone,
thinks it was shot at Yavapat Poirt.
“I've painted from this locatio
told me. “If you look closely into zhm
shadowy area on the right side, just
above the highlighted area, you can
< Phantom Ranc “The word
ighways obscurs ss Temple nd
Buddha Temple at the top.™

Arizona
Highways

May 1929

“Pretentious” Travel Issue
JUNE 1928

Despite our mandated purpose

trade journal for civil engir

Vincent J. Keating could

the road graders. In a phug for our
June 1928 ssue, he wrote: “The June
issue of Arizona Highways will be the
first of a series of Vacation Numbers'
which will be published annually for
the information of itizens of Arizona
and tourists from other states who
plan to tour the state this summer
and future summers. The “Vacation
Number' of 1928 will be the mos
pretentious issue of Arizona Highways
that has yet appeared.” Pretentious?

‘There might have been 2 more accurate
word, but the

than a dozen travel stories, 33
and-white photographs, and do

of tourism ads for towns and cities all
over the state.

Hint of Color

MAY 1929

May 1929 marked another milestone
for the magazine: It was the first time
we used color on a cover. By modern
standards, it was pretty basic, lik

an overhead projector compared toa
digital flat screen. But for us, it was

MILESTONES




Special Focus - Gold

Texas Highways — The Music Issue

L

:—: = ,.;.-‘._:_' ~ -

* IHSIDE THE LEGENDARY DANCE HALLS, ROCK CLUBS, AKD *
BARS WITH LEGACIES AS BIG AS THE LONE STAR STATE

BY BRYAN PHOTOGRAPHS ILLUSTRATIONS BY
C.PARKER ﬁ BY JEFF WILSON 'ﬁ ZACH WIELAND
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[llustration Feature or Series — Merit
El Palacio — Cathay Williams: In Search of Liberation with the Buffalo Soldiers

e

CATHAY
WILLIAMS

IN SEARCH OF

LIBERATION

W.I'TH THE

BUFFALO
SOLDIERS




[llustration Feature or Series- Bronze
New Mexico Magazine — Mysteries and Legends

Hinstrationsby.

ter,‘;,

N

Legends

Whispered on the wind, printed in old books, and handed
down from one generati > next, New Mexico's stories of
Ilains, haunted houses.
g apparition have stood the test of
ban
up those hiking boots—we'r ing into some of the Land of
Enchantment’s most captivating enigmas and fables.

TORIES BY MICHAEL ABATEMARCO. MOLLY BOY
RO CASIL CANDOLIN ENNIF:

s
R RC R LEVIN,
K. JOHN MULHOUSE. AND STEVE TERRELL

MARIE ROME
SARAH MOC

BY STEVE TERRELL

ate pro tempore’s office, located in the Ca
anta Fe, contains a wall of photo
phs of holders of that position. Among them is a 1931
black-and-white of a bald man with a walrus mustache
Oliver M. Lee, the only one who
Eight-year-old Henry Fount

Atthe time, the elder Fou
theKid in al for murderi
appearance,
val—and 22 others for cattle rust;

The Fountains left Lincoln for their homein Mesilla on January 30.
They never madeit.

cts areknown: At Chalk Hill on February 1, Fountain told a

med tobe following him. The driver

urged him to turn back toward Tulare
but Fountain pressed on. Lat

found blood

ngof Henrywas the only mur
nst Lee that reached
trial, thou s suspected in other
domuch to dis
putetheseaccusations,” says Joe Lewand
d dircetor of the Tularosa
Basin Historical Society. “Leescemed to
believe that if people thought you were
capableof murder, they d leave youalone.”
by the Pinkerton Detec
nd Dofia Ana Coy
arrettboth pointed toLeeand a

ciates. In 1898, Garrett sccured murder
warrants for Lec along with James Gilli

land and William McN
accused in Fountain'scattle-rustling case.
The case became a battle between two
rival political rosecutor Thoma

ron, of the notorious Santa Fe Ri

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42




Illustration Feature or Series- Bronze
Texas Highways — Dark Tourism

How To
CATCHA
CRYPTID

SPIRITED




[l1lustration Feature or Series- Silver
Arizona Highways — Back Where They Belong

Back Where [hey Belong

In 1990, Congress passed a law that mandates the
return of Indigenous human remains, funerary items,
sacred objects and culturally significant artifacts that
are housed at museurns and other institutions. One of
those institutions is the Arizona State Museun in Tueson,
which, so far, has completed 81 repatriation projects.

BY SHONDIIN MAYO

ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAVIDE BONAZZI

42 MAY 2025



[llustration Feature or Series- Gold
Cottage Life — The Cottager’s Guide to Cloud Collecting

Their soft science can help us
understand the weather, but we wonder




Illustration Feature or Series- Gold
Oklahoma Today — State Parks Field Guide

state parks field guide | WL AN~ VA o, |

Oklahoma has nearly three dozen state
parks. With so many to choose from,
make sure to add these four—and all their

wonders—to your 2025 ifinerary.

Mee the Park Manager

N

iking Trail

OklahomaToday.com 59
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Spot Illustration — Bronze
Oklahoma Today — Wild Notes

ORIGINALS (®

Father Figure

Eightlegs do not a spider
make, but (grand)daddy
longlegs are fascinating
creatures nonetheless.

BY GORDON GRICE
AN OKLAHOMA FOURTH of July. Cic

shrilling all day. The sharp
smell of Black Cats. The lawn drizzled

unpowder

s where the sprinkler ran.
ime between watermelon

and Roman candles, | poked
behind the swamp cooler. There, amid

the dripping moisture, bunched like a

I suppose there were halfa dozen

of these spider-like eritters. | poked

Later, several of us boys
couple more loy on the outdoor

faucet. It scemed as if they'd taken

Tommy took offense to b
where we drank. He tried to pick up

“Its still alive!” To
d brushed his hands fr

What was still alive and

was the single leg he'd grasped. The

leftit behind when it fled.
The name daddy longlegs (or

granddaddy longlegs) gets applicd

main difference is that spiders have
two body sections joined by a narro
tube, while daddy longlegs only h:
ne. All eight of their legs att

thatlittle pill of a body. Our various

Oklahoma longlegs

harmless to people. They discard live
s to distract predators while they
e At
but the lor
without it
You may spot a longlegs
anywhere—hanging beneath the
pathroom sink, clustered like dust in
your garage, or looking like the stems
ina pile of d
s when they seck

summer da aucets,

they're easiest to notice in the fall. In
fact, they're so noticeable during the
autumnal mating season that people
also call them harvestmen. That's
when their self-amputating behavior
can really get out of hand. Now
they're not just e

and curious kids—they're plucking the

1'saw it happen a few years

in my garden. A female, with her
slightly fuller reddish body and

with her

shorter legs, stood watchin

two complacent, protrudin

eyes.
One male pursued, running like an
enraged tumbleweed. The other fled
on the four legs his rival had spared.
his litle pill bo

round with each desperate stride. Yet

ncing off the
somehow this guy with half a supply
faster. He escaped beneath the

yellowing leaves of acucumber, &

OklahomaToday.com 41




New Mexico Magazine — Wide, Wide World of Opportunities

v

Study Up

RESEARCH
PROJECTS SPEAK TO
LANDSCAPE-WIDE

ALDERA

'RE
FOCUSED ON A
SINGLE SPECIE

THE JEMEZ MOUNTAINS
salamander grows to all of
three inches long and hides
under fallen lo
where moist sc
breathe through
nearlya d
raker, a herpetolog
adoctorate in conser;
biology, has mor
endangered species. Recent
years have seen its numbers
dwindle, with fewer than 10
found in cach of the last two
summers,

But the amphibious res
ident plays a crucial role
in helping carbon cycle
through the forest, eating
tiny insects, and turning
their remains intoa “m
stick” bigenough for birds
and reptiles to notice and

this salamander across the

reportof 100

Karraker has found

in cight years of field work.
“They're becomi

inereasingly difficult to find.

even at places we think of

asourhotspots,” she says.

The decline likely reflects

the cumulative stresses

the landseape has

Spot Illustration - Silver

overgrazing, logging, and
severe wildfires that left
behind less forest and hotte
hanges in oceurrence
cross the landscape isn't
just about this animal,” says
Rachel Lochman, a research

ological Survey
ker. The
salamanders have become
‘an interestinglens to look
atall of the changing moun-
n conditions.” Lochman
say
Indecd, the search to
betterunderstand a sin-
cetof the park, like
s vanishing species, can
offer awindow into changes
across the landscape.
2022, the preserve reported
69 active research permits
that represent astonishin
breadth. Endangered spe
surveysat Valles Caldera
have searched for Mexican
spotted owls and New Mex
ico meadow jumping mi
Researchers have tracked

CHIARA VERCESI

down the difficult-to-reach
dens mountain lions tuck
into to birth and raise kit
tens. They've counted the
numbers of native and
non-native fish species in
streams, finding a prepon:
derance of the latter

Beyond wildlife, scientists
have also studied how wild
fire has affected the
ogyand archacological sites
in the

They've tra
tion returns after blazes like
the 2011 Las Conchas Fire
blackened the landscape. As

an outstanding example of a

speaking,

This year, ongoing
research led by New Mex:
ico Technical University

I Jones s

tremophiles—

springs, lakes,
and mud pots—at Sulphur
Springs and Alamo Canyon.

These organisms eat sulfur
the way humans eat sugar,
he says, and their primary
food source comes in volca
nic gases bubblingup from
below ground. He regularly
takes students to explore
whatlives in extreme envi-
ronments, which has the
potential to inform the
arch for life on other
planets
ForKarraker and Loch-
man, theirlatest efforts
include using microchips
nanders, even

when they're hiding from
the heat or dry weather
underground. The focus is
onbetterunderstandi
detailsin a microclimate,
like which temperatures, sofl
moisturelevels, and rain
fall levels correlate to which
‘movements. If those metrics
trend toward more favorable
conditions for salamanders,
and their numbers climb,
it might signal that work to
recover the whole landscape
is making

newmexicomagazine.org

FOOTSTEPS CRUNCH ON
tehyerustof snow
Ranger Adam Dean hikes.
out to the sunny side of Cerro
La Jara, oneof the Lree
shrouded lava domes in the
caldera. He follows a trail vis-
ibleonly as a more consistent
line of thin in the
dirt. A trioof bundled-up
ikers and a volunteer follow
Dean, some of them in their
cross-country skiing boots,
in the car. Perhaps fittingly,
the event to learn about the
effects of elimate change
on Valles Caldera has been
ised to a hike.
npauses to pull out
charts and maps from the
preserve’s latest climate
report, which includes some
adaptation strategies for the
ggest threat linked to that
ture: more damaging wild
fires. Justin thelastcentury

Boots on the Ground

ATIONAL PARK SERVICE STAFF HAS STOCKED THE CALENDAR WITH
EVENTS THAT OFFER GATEWAYS FOR VISITORS TO CONNECT WITH THE CALDERA.

the average annual tempera-
tureat the park hasclimbed
s ahrenheit.

Would-+ S pepper
Dean with questions and
share how they've seen the
world change just in their life
times. They also enjoy a beau
tiful morningin the preserve.

Hereare a few more ways
toengage with the Valles
Caldera

Seein the Dark
From its location deep in the
Jemez Mountains, the Valles
Caldera preservesa rare view:
apristinelydark night sky
thatoffers a chance tossce the
stars as they were centuries
ago, beforeurban light pollu-
tion. Rangers guide monthly
moonlit hikes, and a
merslead stargazin;
tellations, planets, the
ilky Way, and meteor show-
ersfrom Juneto October.

Start Casting
Lastsummer, the park hosted
fly-fishing workshops that
amounted toa free, guided
fly-fishingexperience, says
Marcus Lopez, an internwith
the bird and nature conserva-
tion group Environment for
Americas. Lopez helped
Iaunch the workshops, reach-
ingouttoalocal outfitter for
. New Mexico Trout for
volunteers, and Rocky Moun
ain Tenkara to bring equip-
ment for clinics on a Japanese
styleof fly-fishing that's well-
sited to the caldera’s narrow
waterways.

Party On

Fall Fiesta, which coincides

with the Albuguerque Inter
national Balloon Fiesta,
nlivens the park for a full

week of events. Speakers

cover topicslik

local wildlife

history. Cultural demonstra-
tions showease basket we:

ing, flute play

Knapping. At the Art

lage, browse pottery, kach
nas, jewelry, and other crafts
made by artists from nearby
puchlos and tribes.

Be the Early Bird
The preserve opensat 9 a.m.
but on the second Sunday of
themonth, you can slip in at
a.m. tojoin the Early-Bird

Bird Tour. Hike, snowshoe, or
cross-country skiup o thre
on a semiguided ven.

ugh the preserve to
quainted with the likes

Kestrels, dark-eyed juncos,
ind pygmy nuthatches. Bin
ocularsareavailable
nmmag.us/ve-events (B

Elizabeth Miller

gazine.ord / A




Spot Illustration - Gold
Texas Highways — Open Road: Tied to a String

TIED TO
A STRING




Single Photo



Single Photo - Merit
Adirondack Life — Noisy Neighbors

by JAMES GORMAN




Single Photo - Bronze
Arizona Highways — Ashley Riggs




Single Photo - Silver
KANSAS! Magazine — Capture

captured

trip to Manhattan,

I pulled off the interstate to

apture photos of a cowboy
hile he was out checki
tile riding through the

pastures at sunset. [ love

to drive around back roads
and search for cattle or
horses, particularly at
sunset, and [ enjoy going
out to farms or ranches and
-apturing their everyday
moments. This cowboy's
dedication to his animals is
felt through the photo;

~Josie Alexander

I _},..———‘ Y
VR . -

(53 Josie lerander

@ Wabaunsee Couty

northadphotography.wesbl.com
(8) northadphotographyandesigns

[« [ ——




Single Photo - Gold

Texas Highways — Gone in Seven Seconds
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Editorial Package - Meri

Cottage Life — Morning Glories

We asked four writers what they love
best about the early hours at the lake.
[heir answers are a little surprising,

a little frightening, and even a little racy

ILLUSTRATIONS BY GRAHAM ROUMIEU

Y,

B 420
@aﬂ!ﬂ‘@

1 BLAME MY children.

The 3 c.m. diaper changes. The Fer
berizing, The teenage years. Tuition.
Driving lessons. Their taste in “music
By the time my kids were through with
me, @ one-time champion of shimber,
Thad become a sleep-starved, bleary-
eyed zombie.

A typical night: 1go to bed at eleven,
doze itfully until three, get up fo pee, and
then stare at the ceiling until 6:45 a.m.
when the dog comes in to remind me tht
it time for the day’s first session of
fetch. As 1 haul myself out of bed, the one
thought I have—the one thought that will
hang over me like a cloud for the rest of
the day—is that I can't wait to g0 back to
bed. Sixteen hours later, g0 back to bed,
and it happens all over again. Nights are
hell. Days are even worse.

Except, that is, o the cottage.

I it the air? The water? The call of the
loon? The trees? All of the above? 1 don't
care. AlLT know is that at the cottage,
sleep.Isleep deeply; resonantly, sound
and joyfully. And as dawn spreads over
the lake, I rise from the depths and find
that Lam happy to be aswake.

But getting up presents a new problem,
namely actually getting up. Because i 1
donft et things just right, 1 sit on the
couch yawning until lunch. And as years
of research have proven, there s only one
way to optimally transition from deepest
sleep to ideal seakefulness—jumping in
the lake. Naked.

You stand, toes curled over the dock
edge, squeamishly frightened of the

MARK SCHATZKER

imagined chill. Then you jump. For a
breathless instant you are in that quan
tum zone of being neither on land nor in
water. Then comes the plunge. Bubbles.
The green, endless void. The always
strange feeling of water up your nose.
You swim in alazy arc to the ladder and
pull yourself up onto the dock.

There are, admittedly,challenges, the
most obvious being the possibility that
someone might see me. Morning naked-
ness is the one occasion where I don't
detest PWCs, because [ can hear them
coming, Self-propelled watercraft are
my nemeses. My wrst fear is that
canoe trip of middle-aged women pad-
dles into view, munching GORP as they
point and giggle.

There s also the issue of the dog.
He is a Labrador, which means if you
fump in the water, he fs genetically pro-
frammed to jump directly on top of you,
which is all the mare ridiculaus when
youre naked. Tthrow a stick. But he gives
me aluck that says, {refuse (o retrieve
suchasmalland pathetic stick. 1 have to
2ip back to shore to get a more formida:
ble offering, It occurs tome I should put
‘my towel back on, but T think, To hell
with it, and dash back naked, and as I
bend over to reach a piece of driftwood
under a hemlock bough, legs splayed

one hand on the ground and the other
extended, I realize this would be the
absolute worst moment for that canoe
trip of middle-aged ladies to arrive

Last summer, a kayaker, some guy
from a couple bays over, stopped to chat.

This was post-plunge. All he sees is my
head in the water, so he pulls over, all
friendly-like. It is strange talking to
someane who isn't naked when you are
naked. I even stranger when they don't
know you are naked.

But you go with it. You play the part
of the swimming cottager, like you are at
an audition. You act so ultra-normal
treading water, talking about, say, dock
bumpers or how we could really use
some rain—that it can't possibly seem
normal. And then you're seized by the
thought, Maybe he does know I'm
naked? Maybe he’s also acting ultra-
normal and the whole reason he stopped
is because he thought not stopping
would be an adrmission that he knew I
was naked and he didn't want to seem
like he was fleeing? Or maybe he pad
dled over, realized | was naked, but by
that point, it was oo late.

Why not just wear a bathing suit?
Because it doesn't work. It just wrong.
1ts wrong the way wearing ski boots to
bed is wrong or wearing oven mitts at a
funeralis wrong.

from the lake reborn. [ walk

towel, dry my face and hair,
wrap it round my waist, and walk up the
stairs. The air is perfect, Inside the cot
tage, 1 pour a cup of coffee and sit, bare.

back against the dry upholstery. I take a

sip and stare out at the lake.

Mark Schatzher writes a Substack news
letter where he shares investigations and
thoughts on the science and love of food.
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‘Sandhill cranes.
(vitly oy vl

MOVEMENT
MATTERS

+ SPECIAL ISSUE «

Editorial Package - Bronze
Wyoming Wildlife — Movement Matters Special Issue

Hoarybat.
(Phoo by R L)

THE HOW AND WHY
OF BIRD MIGRATION

Many species take to the air
each year with Wyoming a key
point in their journeys

BY GRANT FROST

migrations. The need for migration is based mostly on food and not

necessarily cold temperatures, with the added need for space and
ocations for nests and nesting, The long days of summer and higher ltitudes
of Wyoming allows birds ta forage longer and grow rapidly:

Some birds, such as mountain chickadees, are permanent residents in
‘Wyoming since they can find what they need year-round and have other
adaptations for the winter.

Western meadowlarks may move only as far as needed. They may end
up in the lower-elevation parts of Wyoming, such as Laramie or Goshen
counties, or move further south into Colorado or other surrounding states
and return in March.

J ust as there are many kinds of birds, there also are many kinds of

for food ae long-« igrants, and
depending on the species can be as far south as South America i the winter
and as far north as the North Slope of Alaska for breeding and rearing of
young. The yellow warbler, one of the most common viarblers in Wyoming
in the summer, is one of these long-distance travelers.

and west between the Pacific coast i winter and high-mountain strcams of
northwest Wyoming to breed.

i human d their migra-
on patterns. The clasic scene of a large V of Canada geese flying south in
dhe fall has been altered somewhat by the number of reservoirs, agricultural
fields, golf courses and other open areas people have built and provided
tha supply them enough food unless the winter gets really tough. Around
Cheyenne, there are several thousand Canada geese most winters, which may
be mostly residents, with variable numbers of similar, but smaller, cackling
geese joining them that have migrated from their breeding grounds further
north. Artificial feeding by humans through bird and hummingbird feeders
ofien provides welcame places to refuel and rest, but, with a few exceptions,
docsni stop bisds from eventually completing their migeation.

Wyoming Wildife 17



Editorial Package - Silver
Avenue - Calgary’s Best Neighbourhoods 2025

CIAILIG AIR/Y|’S BEST NEIGHBOURHOODS

CIAILIG AR | Y’|S ELB ARK L - &
. EST s | (S | o

tural senses. Along the areas, such as the plethora oflocal < b . !llmwlsland?:le add v
od'swinding | businesses in nearby Mission and i Jiod A 3 § and River Park alforn

Ir residential roads, an eclectic mixol | tannia Plaza — with local favourites n et g gL oy At the enchanting Elbow Island Park, art
houses ranging from modern designs | ineluding Native Tongues Taqueria, s ¥ . e and nature intertvin ysartisland
builtintheeary | Village Iee Cream and Monog ; 3 showcases permanent i by loc
L ) < Coffee I ; " 3 and national artiss ntegrated into nature.
ods greatest sits Unique Challenge i 2
park R s | while Eibow park estde
. community, during pickup and drop
ec o instrume offat Elbow Park Sch oftwo
o o schools within the community), raffic

ety is a coneern. Located near Sif
We already know that Calgary is one of the best places in the world to live. On the iy ton Boulevard SW,, the school p
jie aveady MIOW.ThaTL- 4 §aryl1s.ONCONINe DESTPaces NIENEIWOLIGISORIVEINTTe 0

Economist’s Global ity Index, the Blue Sky has been a top 10 city in the
world for nine of the last 10 years and, in five of those years, Calgary has been ranked promi spaces 2 roed salely

Neighbourhood
itecture

the top ci North America. But where is the best place to live in Calgary? neighbourhood isalso treated o well- | What the Neighbours Say
_— = o

apingand ample

his year, we took a new mature recs,

approach to our often-

controversil,but always

interesting exploration of

the citys more than 200

neighbourhoods,looking for
what makes the best ones.

With more than 17 million Calgarians,
and growing every day, the city's neigh-
bourhoods must cater to a wide range
of tastes, needs and price points. What
makes a neighbourhood great for one

e

Real Estate notes,[the area

whet el woi
with memberships, The s | weeks to support aur neighbours —
s rhoodsrecreational | has created a tremendous community

nirally located, Elbow Park

person doest necessarily make ft great for
another —let alone for a family. With that

inmind,welookeintothe dat, poured BY THE NUMBERS
through our history of Best Neighbour- Population 3,285

hoods coverage and the on-the-ground e

‘experience of our editorial team to come

up with this years Best Neighbourhoods, as g Types 98% single-detached
well a5 our Best Up and ComersList. Percentage of owners 94%




Editorial Package - Gold

Texas Highways — The Music Issue
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% IHSIDE THE LEGENDARY DANCE HALLS, ROCK CLUBS, AKD *
BARS WITH LEGACIES AS BIG AS THE LONE STAR STATE

BY BRYAN PHOTOGRAPHS ILLUSTRATIONS BY
C.PARKER ﬁ BY JEFF WILSON ﬂ ZACH WIELAND




Magazine Writer of the Year



Magazine Writer of the Year - Bronze

P

Texas Highways - lan Dille

POSTCARDS

JUMP
STREET

BMX BIKERS FRO L
OVER THE WORLD KICK OUT
THE JAMS AT 9TH ST T

TANDING AMID THE

canopy as leains of BM:
soared through the air,
Ting themselves from one
jump Lo the next without eve
pedaling—turning bike riding
into performance arl, We we:
in the heart of Austin for the 20
annual Halloween Jam at the 9th
Street bike park. The daylong
ommunity event featured best
trickandlong-jump compelitions
andalkids raceon the pump rack,
where novice riders learned how
tomaintain their momentum by
pushingand pullingover mounds
th
ut T ques-
ecatch-
air with thesame passion.

The history of this Austin bik
park is richly chronicled in 91}
Strvet: The D aryby film-
nakers Kenny Iorton and Aron
Hoag, released on Amazon Prime
in 2024. Tt begins in 1992 with

o ecreation Department
employee Darrell Dawsonlooking
foraplaceto relocateaload of dirt
he'd removed from West Austin
Parkin the historic Clarksville
neighborhood, situated ona bluft
averlookingdowntown. Driy
dirt-filled dump truck down into
Austinlsbusiness district, it oceurs
1o Dawson in the documentary
el lake L over Lo Duncan Park,
We've got alotofstanding water

Tiand Kristi cunningham
admire Ty Boment
ipping.

ot SANDY GARSON

ongihStreelwhenhespotiedthe
Tight gray dirt mounds Dawson
depositedinanundevelopedarea
of Duncan Park, ahal-block-long
oalk foreston the banks of Shoal
Creek. In the documentary, Lein
thought, “All Thave lodo isshape
alip and a Tanding on that dirt
mound, and I havea jump.
By the lime Tarrived in Austin
in1998 oattend UT, that first dirt
jump had transformed into the
internationally known 9th Street
trails” whichis BMX lingo forasset
of flowing dirt jumps. T was capli-
ated by 9th Streel—most BMX
trails exist deep in the woods and
outofsight,notina public parkat
ty—but
Though
Tdriddenand raced bikes for most
ofmylife, Tdneverleaned howto
jump properly: Alko, Iw
dated by Austin's tight-knit B)

scene, asubeulture with its own

help maintain the trails.
BMXriders from all over Te
country, and even
around the world began migrat-
ing to Austin 1o ride at 9th Street.
otofus were theoutcasisin our
ns; Hoag, who's from
L91h Street,
we found our crew.” Tlorton, a
grew up in
irginia, arrived in
Austin Lo ride 9th Street and
stayed for 10 years
As 9th Street evolved in the
20005, theambition of the i
and skill of the riders prog
Thejumpsbecan

moved Lo Austin afle;
s GED and started d

sacred tabletop that Lein built and.

Whether you'rs enjoying th

0
e sasy lifs at ons of our restiul ratrsats

orjammin’to live music in town, thers's always somewhsrs to relax
or rock ouf* in Bastrop County, Taxas. Coma stay a wesksnd with
us and gat away without having to go far away.

“PLEASE D0 NOT PERFORN CONGERTS

HE HYATT LOST PIRES LOBEY




Magazine Writer of the Year - Silver
Arizona Highways — Annette McGivney




Magazine Writer of the Year - Gold

Louisiana Life — Kevin Rabalais




Magazine
Photographer of the Year



Photographer of the Year - Merit
Cape Cod & the Islands — Julia Cumes




Photographer of the Year - Bronze
Arizona Wildlife Views — George Andrejko




Photographer of the Year - Silver

Acadiana Profile — Joseph Vidrine

AND SPRUCE INTO MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
THAT ENSURE THE DISTINCTIVE SOUND OF
CAJUN MUSIC LIVES ON.
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Photographer of the Year - Silver

Louisiana Life — Danley Romero

LOUISIANA MADE

Head
~—and
'4  Heart

Colby Hebert uses
custom hats to tell a
story in Lafayette

BY JEFFREY ROEDEL
PHOTOS BY ROMERO & ROMERO




Photographer of the Year 35 or More - Gold

Arizona Highways — Joel Hazelton
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Art Direction of a Single Story
34 999 Circulation or Less



Art Direction of a Single Story 35 or Less — Bronze
Maine Home + Design — A New Outlook




Art Direction of a Single Story 35 or Less - Silver
Acadiana Profile — Light Recipes
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Art Direction of a Single Story 35 or Less - Gold

Louisiana Life — Surf and Turf
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Art Direction of a Single Story
35,000 Circulation or More



Art Direction of a Single Story 35 or More - Bronze
New Mexico Magazine — The Fairest of Them All

The state falr midway
lights up Expo New
Mexico's 236 acres,

TC0) | far T

scee

STORIES BY LYNN CLINE,
CLARKE CONDE, JULIAN
DOSSETT, LANEE LEE,
JENNIFER LEVIN, AND
SARAH MOCK




Art Direction of a Single Story 35 or More - Silver
Cottage Life — A Court of Poison Ilvy and Acorns

WHAT’S
ina

NAME?
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Art Direction of a Single Story 35 or More - Gold

Texas Highways — Music Venues
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Cover 34,999 Circulation or
Less



Cover 35 or Less — Merit
Acadiana Profile — A Field Guide to Summer




Cover 35 or Less — Bronze
The Bermudian — The Best of Bermuda Awards

OUR ISLAND THEN & NOW // ACTIVIST TIFFANY PAYNTER // THE PROBLEM WITH

Bﬂ" Y

Bermuda
AWARDS

2025

$9.90
7 |Its:5:l:5549u| 2



Cover 35 or Less - Bronze
The Yukon Magazine — Look Who'’s Talking
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Unless you read this trip-saving guide to raft repair




Cover 35 or Less - Silver
Oklahoma Today — Okies of the Year
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Cover 35 or Less — Gold
Louisiana Life — Hiding in Plain Sight




Cover
35,000 Circulation or More



Cover 35 or More - Bronze
Arizona Highways — April 2025: One Hundred Years

ARIZONA




Cover 35 or More - Silver
New Mexico Magazine — The Wildlife Issue

SPECIAL!
GET READY
TOLAND IN
ROSWELL FOR

AERIALTHRILLS

help define
New Mexic

Gel to know
some of our
most iconic




Cover 35 or More - Gold
Texas Highways — The Big Issue
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Overall Art Direction
34 999 Circulation or Less



Overall Art Direction 35 or Less - Bronze
Adirondack Life — Mark Mahorsky

dironda

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MO! NS



Overall Art Direction 35 or Less — Silver
Louisiana Life — Sarah Majeste

SPHING FESTS: 12 DESTINATIONS TO EXPLORE

Luuls aLife
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Overall Art Direction 35 or Less - Gold

Acadiana Profile — Sarah Majeste
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Overall Art Direction
35,000 Circulation or More



Overall Art Direction 35 or More - Bronze
Cottage Life — Taylor Kristan

Toptipsfor BUILD A
3 HOT DECKS moosespotting SUNDIAL




Overall Art Direction 35 or More - Silver
New Mexico Magazine — John McCauley, Karin Eberhardt
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MARCH 2025

“Packyour

bags for 20
Juxe hotels
and resorts

BEYOND BORDERS
Saddle up to eclectic
fun in Sunland Park:

GRAVEL GUIDE:
Explore the state
on two wheels
CHILE AND CANNABIS
FARMERS FACE THE FUTURE

PEAK SEASON

ON WHAT'S FRESH
ARTISTIC DRIVE
FIND INSPIRATION
AND COMMUNITY

ON CANYON ROAD

Whether youre a fi
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Overall Art Direction 35 or More - Gold
Texas Highways — Mark Mahorsky, Sara D’Eugenio,

Chris Linnen, Brandon Jakobeit




Magazine of the Year
34 999 Circulation or Less



Magazine of the Year 35 or Less — Finalist
Acadiana Profile
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Magazine of the Year 35 or Less - Finalist
Adirondack Life

— FOREVER WILD —

Adirondack Life
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Magazine of the Year 35 or Less - Finalist
Louisiana Life

SPAING FESTS: 12 DESTINATIONS T0 EHPLORE

Luuls aLife




Magazine of the Year 35 or Less — Winner
Adirondack Life — Annie Stoltie, Niki Kourofsky, Mark Mahorsky
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Magazine of the Year
35,000 Circulation or More



Magazine of the Year 35 or More - Finalist
Arizona Highways
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Magazine of the Year 35 or More - Finalist
New Mexico Magazine

Market Forces Ring of the Railyards ‘ Making the Grade
A Zuni Grocery Serves Up George R R Marin Crofs o t New Insttute of American
e | Indian Arts Prosident Shally C. Lowe

LEVEL UP YOUR & \EN

Mexico
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Dig into the UFO reports, La Llorona sightings,
Billy the Kid myths, creepy mansions, and lost mine
tales that haunt the Land of Enchantment.
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Magazine of the Year 35 or More - Finalist
Texas Highways




Magazine of the Year 35 or More - Winner
Texas Highways — Emily Roberts Stone, Mark Mahorsky,
and Texas Highways staff

EVERYTHIN
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Congratulations
to All the Winners!



Thank You to the Judges of the 46th IRMA Awards

Design Judges:

Kris Andres

Huck Beard
Phoebe Flynn Rich
David Halloran
Nicola Hamilton
Joshua Hardin
Kim Larson
Amélie Legare
Deanna Lowe

Bob Newman
Danielle Sayer
Drue Wagner
Paige Weir

Writing Judges:

Alan J. Bartels
Trevor Battye
Liann Bobechko
Alan Bonowitz
Harriet Brown
Melissa Chessher
Tara Cox

Joanna Cummings
Sara Harowitz
Jennifer Hewett
Nick Jackson
Andrea Kaneko

Brian Kevin

Ryan Krogh

Jeff Labrecque
Jacquie Marino
Sharon McAuley
Eithne McCredie
Megan McPhaden
Dano Oko

Jack Saul

Bob Sexton

Jim Vickers

Lisa Whittington-Hill



Thank You to the 46th IRMA Awards Committee
2026 IRMA Awards Committee

Michelle Kelly, Cottage Life
Annie Stoltie, Adirondack Life
Steve Gleydura, New Mexico Magazine
Joyce Byrne, Executive Director, IRMA

Additional thanks to
Veronica Cowan (RedPoint Media), Kris Twyman (RedPoint Media),
Kathleen O’Hare (Coftage Life) and Shawn Dalton (Saltscapes)
and
Suzanne Trudel and Kiley Pole, Alberta Magazine Publishers Association



Thank You to Our 2026 IRMA Sponsor




