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When it comes to desert birds, greater
roadrunners (Geococcyx californianus) are
among the most fascinating. Although they
can fly, they rarely do, preferring instead to

run — sometimes at speeds of up to 15 miles

per hour. Long and lean, the birds grow to
between 20 and 24 inches in length and
subsist on a diet of lizards, snakes, smaller
birds, rodents and invertebrates, as well
as fruits and seeds. And because they're
diurnal, hunting primarily during the day,
they also rely on a very special skill: the
ability to leap straight up to snatch flying
prey right out of the air. Roadrunners are
common in most of Arizona, with habitats
in desert scrub and grasslands.

ADDITIONAL READING:

To learn more about Arizona’s
wildlife, pick up a copy of the
Arizona Highways Wildlife
Guide, which features 125

of the state’s native birds,
mammals, reptiles and other
animal species. To order online,
visit shoparizonahighways.com
/wildlifeguide.
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