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Country Life
“When people move out here, they get 
much nicer. They’re not fighting that traf-
fic. You get out here, and you are the first 
to hear the geese fly, and that’s an awe-
some sound. And the tarantulas crossing 
the highways in springtime, it’s an awe-
some sight. And the stars, you can actually 
see the stars, they’re so bright.”

Sense of Place
“My art was inspired from just being out in 
the country. All these trailers, that’s what’s 
out here—I think they are part of every 
small town. Originally, trailers were made 
in the ’40s for housing after the war. They 
were always zoned outside of town. The 
trailers have a stereotype. I wanted to get 
rid of that; they’re homes for people. I try 
to make them interesting and pretty, and I 
try to do that with bright colors.”

Dumpster Diving
“I started painting trailers in 2013, and 
I was doing trash paintings before that, 
using water bottles and a mattress. I get 
some things at the dump, and friends will 
bring me some. When people leave stuff 
out in the road, free for anybody to pick 
up, I get that too. I just collect it, make 
something nice out of it, look at it in a dif-
ferent way. Artists are basically problem 
solvers, I think.” 

Bellville Picks
“They have a really nice equestrian cross-
country course out here at Pine Hill, and 
they put on some horse shows there [Cham-
bers was formerly an equestrian rider and 
still owns horses]. It’s just a great place to 
show, with sandy loam soil. We like to go to 
the Kenney Store; their aim is to be one of 
the biggest music venues in the Southwest. 
It’s pretty awesome. When they have bands, 
the place is packed—they’re all good bands. 
And then we have the Austin County Jail 
Museum, which is gorgeous.” 

Quiet Town
“Bellville’s a quiet little town. For Hallow-
een one year, we put up a big painting of 
a pumpkin. Some people in town thought 
it was witchcraft. That was about 20 years 
ago, and the town really has changed a lot—
more city people moving here. We try to hang 
around the creative people. They like art and 
they like music, and they want Bellville to grow.”

Animal Rescue
“You see a lot of strays, and you can’t pass ’em 
by. You take care of them, or you find them a 
new home. We even had a donkey dumped 
off, a little yearling. We went up and down 
the road asking, ‘Have you lost your ass?’ 
We even put an ad in the paper. But we 
never did find the owners, and we kept him 
until he died.” 

W hen Lindy Chambers drives along the backroads of her hometown of 
Bellville, she often pulls over to take photos of dilapidated trailer homes 
or to collect the detritus that many people would pass off as junk—later 
to be resurrected in her artwork. A self-taught oil painter and sculptor 

known for colorful depictions of country life, Chambers moved from Hockley to this his-
toric seat of Austin County about 20 years ago. She and her twin sister, Lee Lee Brazeal, 
taught art classes in a downtown frame shop and studio for two years before closing 
the business so Chambers could focus on making her own artwork. Over the years, 
Chambers has seen subtle changes in her adopted hometown, such as the recent open-
ing of a barre and yoga studio downtown. While Chambers welcomes the new energy, 
she says she isn’t worried Bellville will lose its small-town atmosphere any time soon.

HISTORY HAVEN
Bellville is named for Thomas B. Bell, one of Stephen F. Austin’s “Old 300” colonists. 

Today, one of Bellville’s most interesting landmarks is Newman’s Castle, a replica 
medieval compound open for tours and built by local bakery owner Mike Newman.

Finding the beauty in the backroads of Austin County

By Cynthia J. Drake

Bellville

LINDY CHAMBERS  
in Bellville at the Austin 
County Jail Museum. For 
more on Chambers’ art, 
visit lindychambers.com
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POPULATION: 

4,182
NUMBER OF 
STOPLIGHTS: 

2
YEAR FOUNDED: 

1846
NEAREST CITY: 

Houston, 
64 miles southeast

MARQUEE EVENTS: 

Market Days, first 
Saturdays of most 
months; Austin County 
Fair, Oct. 4-13; 
Small Town Christmas, 
Dec. 6-7.

MAP IT: 

Austin County 
Jail Museum, 
36 S. Bell St.




