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A PORTFOLIO BY JACK DYKINGA = TEXT BY RUTH RUDNER

In predawn light, yellow-headed blackbirds take flight in Tucson. “They're rising from the
unlikeliest of places: a gravel pit lining the Santa Cruz River drainage,” photographer Jack Dykinga
says. “Their cries become a cacophony as they prepare to take off. Then, en masse to confuse waiting
hawks, they streak across the sky to feed in the agricultural fields of Marana, north of Tucson.”
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May 2010

Jack Dykinga
“Jack shot this photo from a very low angle on the Little Colorado River, so the color of the
water really dominates,” Kida says. “He used the sunlit rocks in the background to form
ajuxtaposition between warm and cool tones, and he stepped the viewer through the
scene using the stones in the river. It all adds up to a very effective image.”
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