
50JANUARY 2018 Arkansas Life 51JANUARY 2018 Arkansas Life

The Passion of 
Kelly Duda

MLK Gets  
His Day

Senate Bill 519

On April 16, 1985, then-Gov. Bill Clinton signed House Bill 132, 

which declared that both Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Robert E.  

Lee Day would be celebrated on the third Monday in January. This  

past year, more than three decades later, Gov. Asa Hutchinson signed  

Senate Bill 519, separating the two. To say that many people played  

a part in getting the state to that place, both publicly and behind  

the curtain, would be to grossly understate the point. 

This is the story of one of them.
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