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A RIVER SO LONG

It’s not the longest river in the United State it ranks sixth, béhind the

Missouri, Mississippi, Yukon, Rio Grapg’c'and Arkansas — but the Colorado is the

-

Qijiﬁiﬁe’?fhat carved a canyosfinat can be seen from outer space. That’s why

it attracts so many phot#figraphers. A PORTFOLIO EDITED BY JEFF KIDA

Spindly ocotillos
punctuate a view of the
Colorado Riverin the
Grand Canyon. Fromits
headwaters in Colorado,
theriver runs for

1,450 miles through
Utah, Arizona, Nevada,
California and Mexico.
Shane McDermott




Kenton Grua, a legendary Grand Canyon river guide,
navigates a wooden dory through the Colorado
River’s Crystal Rapid, among the Canyon’s most
challenging and dangerous rapids. Grua, who died
in 2002, and two friends set a record in 1983 by
rowing through the 277-mile Canyonin 37 hours.
This run, in1974, was a moreteisurely trip.
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"~ BadgerCreek Rapid%_rqa'i.’s'
at sunrise in thédepths:
ofMarble Canyon,the

- section of the Grand Canyon
upstream fromthe Colorado,
River's confluence withithe
Little ColoradoRiver.
distance, tothens* west,
arethe Vermi® cliffs. =,
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The towering cliffs of

the Grand Canyon dw?"
asolitaryboat~ ..e
Colorado River.In™ ,,more
than25.°" Jeople took
bo=" .usintheCanyon.
John Blaustein
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LEFT: Cardenas Butte and Escalante Butte rise
above the Colorado River in the Grand Canyon.
ese features are below the South Rim’s Desert
atchtower, near the eastern edge of Grand

olorado’s current streams over
S s calm water mirrors the
Canyon’s sheer cliff
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The turquoise water
of the Little Colorado
River flows into the
Colorado River at

the edge of Marble
Canyon. The Little
Colorado’s distinctive
colorisaresult of its
mineral content.
Amy S. Martin
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ABOVE: The steep walls of Marble Canyon flank
the Colorado River. This view is near the mouth
of Nankoweap Creek, which empties into the
Colorado. Marc Muench

RIGHT: Toroweap Overlook offers a view of the
Colorado about 3,000 feet below. Reaching this
remote North Rim viewpoint requires a long drive
onroughdirt roads in a high-clearance vehicle.
David Muench A H




