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People, places and things from around the
state, including a brief history of the Cop-
per Queen Mine in Bisbee; Western patch-
nosed snakes; and an Italian restaurant in
Gila Bend that’s so good, even Prince Harry
says it serves “the best pizza in the world.”

16 THEBIG PICTURES:
SANTA CATALINA MOUNTAINS

A Portfolio Edited by Jeff Kida

28 MY LADY OF THE DESERT

An Essay by Kelly Vaughn

32 IDENTIFYING FLYING OBJECTS

The facility is modest — a small control
room in the upper elevations of the Santa
Catalina Mountains — but the research
being done by the Catalina Sky Survey is
out of this world. Literally. Its mission is to
discover asteroids and comets that pass
within 30 million miles of Earth’s orbit.
And since its start nearly 20 years ago, the
NASA-funded lab has identified almost
half of the 15,000 known near-Earth objects.
By Matt Jaffe

38 PITCHATENT & HIT THE TRAIL

Lewis and Clark, Simon and Garfunkel, pea-
nut butter and chocolate ... there’s a long
list of great combinations. In the summer
in the Santa Catalina Mountains, the best
combo might be hiking and camping.

By Robert Stieve & Kelly Vaughn
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42 MOUNT LEMMON

A story originally published in our
November 1945 issue.

By Clifton Abbott

46 THE SANTA CATALINAS:
TUCSON’S NEARBY WILDERNESS

An essay originally published in our
September 1985 issue.
By Charles Bowden

52 SCENICDRIVE

Cape Royal Road: Cape Royal offers one
of the best overlooks in Grand Canyon
National Park. It’s impressive, and so is the
narrow, winding road that takes you there.
By Noah Austin
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54 HIKE OF THEMONTH

Baldy Crossover Trail: Although it’s over-
shadowed by its celebrated neighbors, the
Mount Baldy Crossover Trail is the epitome
of a gorgeous walk in the woods.

By Robert Stieve

56 WHEREISTHIS?

) ACalletasilkmoth (Eupackardia calleta) caterpillar climbs an ocotillo branch
in Oracle, north of the Santa Catalina Mountains. Bruce D. Taubert
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