SUNSET AT KUSAWA

“| have always loved the
is just outside of Whitehorse
was perfect to capture this sile

JONATHAN TUCKER

Jonathan Tucker started taking
photographs in 2009. The
Whitehorse-based artist has

won various awards and had his
work published in magazines,
books, and newspapers. Tucker is
self-taught and uses photography
as a way to express himself.
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Photographer Jonathan Tucker on appreciating northern landscapes

Photos and captions by Jonathan Tucker | Foreword by Tara McCarthy
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PHOTO ESSAY

Entering the art world was unexpected for Jonathan Tucker. Growing up
in the Yukon, he set his sights on playing college football, but everything
changed when he shattered his ankle in Grade 12. Then, in 2009, he was
gifted a digital SLR camera from a family member, and with it came new
ambition.

“I never planned on taking pictures,” Tucker explains. “I had no idea
what I was doing, so I put the camera on manual mode and experimented
with everything from people to product photography. I tried to figure out
what I liked to do and eventually fell in love with landscapes.”

Its not surprising that Tucker gravitated toward the outdoors. He’s
always loved being in nature and is mesmerized by the mountains. Born
in St. John’s, Newfoundland, he moved north with his mother when he
was 7 years old to live just outside Whitehorse.

Once he had that camera in hand, the northern vistas took on new
meaning. And as a self-taught photographer, the learning curve was steep.

“Itstill is difficult. You're never done learning,” he says. “It’s not so much
about the camera anymore—I understand ISO, shutter speed, f-stop, and
all that—but it’s learning about lighting, what filters to use, and what
effect you want to make.”

The 30-year-old photographer has found comfort in simple composi-
tions that evoke the peacefulness and solitude of the territory.

“I try to show how quiet it is and how beautiful it is here if you just take
a second to look,” Tucker says. “Even some people who have lived in the
Yukon for a long time don’t look at the mountains anymore. They forget;
they just drive. It’s like everyone is on auto mode. I try to let people stop
for a second, see what I've seen, and hope they enjoy it.”

In only six years, Tucker has received an impressive amount of attention.
He was awarded second place in the “Discover The World” category in the
Trierenberg Super Circuit photography competition. His work was also
featured at the California Academy of Sciences, in San Francisco.

Tucker’s northern lights photographs were published on the NASA and
NBC News websites. Plus, the cover photo on this YNoO issue was fea-
tured in National Geographic’s Gezting Your Shot book released last year.
Tucker also regularly posts to yourshot.nationalgeographic.com.

“At the end of the day, 'm humbled. I just love to take pictures,” he says.
“It doesn’t matter what award I've won or where I've been published. I just
do it because I love it and thank God for the gift he’s given me.”

Tucker has travelled throughout Canada, but has a long wish list of
places he’d like to photograph, from Patagonia to Spain, Ireland, and
Nunavut. Camera gear, gas, and flights aren’t cheap, but his goal is to
eventually earn a living touring the world and teaching others how to
photograph the surrounding beauty.

In this photo essay, Tucker shares some of the ways he’s captured the
Yukon’s breathtaking splendour.
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CARCROSS NORTHERN LIGHTS ﬁ :
“On this evening, | set up my camera in Carcross just minutes before a massive burst of gas and magn field

hit our atmosphere, causing aurora borealis to take over the sky. Another beautiful night | will never forget.”

"Aftar heanngthm

take advantage‘o'? n@z‘u}g photographlc pOSSIbI|ItI€S It's a great hike that | highly recommend _E/Mj’ .
your name |h the Jue: o‘Ok"[ouncLln the cave.” i7" ,,f,," 73
R \{\(., _\\tm“_\ 54;’ £ “s .
44 SPRING 2016 | YUKON North ofOrdmal:y i s, /s 3
S N e e =" 2 ’

~ & - e SN T . y G

. d N A e N



 KATHLEEN LAKE DRIFTWOOD
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 NORTHERNLIGHTSCABIN e -
“This old cabin was found in one of my favourite spots for photographing the northern lights. I've always loved the angles and compo-
sition possibilities the cabin offered, which is why I'm glad | had the opportunity to photograph it before it was torn down last year.”
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YUKON LIGHTS
“This photograph has reached people across the globe and is one of m
sought-after images of the northern lights. I'm lucky | was able to witn
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“The opening of this creek caught
set up for my shot. The sof
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: ] _ ok a turn forthé worse,
which forcéd'me to get creative. The so'ft@ht created by the cloud cover over. the St Elias'Mountains
made for a beautiful final composition. This is one of myfavourite photographs I've taken.” Y
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